DISCOURSE 
PAT IENCE, 


Asit hath Reſpect to the _ 
EXPECTATION 


OF THE 


Future Promiſed Bleſſed neſs. 


HEB. X. xxxvi. 
For ye bave need of Patience; that, 


after ye have done the Will of God, 
ye may receive the Promiſe. 


is evident, the Creator of this Lower 
World never intended it to be the perpe- 
tual Dwelling Place of its Inhabitants. 
If Man had continued innocent, inaſ- 
much as Sin and Death, by inſeparable Con- 
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2. Of Patience, in expectation 
nExion, entred together: had Sm Hever 
entred, Death would never have had place 
here. And whereas, by the Bleſſing of God, 
multitides had been -continhally nd ge 
this World, and none hàve cher dy'd dut of 
it; by conſequence it muſt have been, in time, 
ſo . as not to contain its Inhabi- 
tants. 4 | 
Whereupon, Man having been created in 
a State of Probation, as his Fall ſnewed, and 
a Candidate for a better State in ſome nobler 
Region; the time of Probation being over 
(the Limits whereof, confidering the {ad E- 
vent that ſoon enſu'd, it was to no purpoſe 
for us to know, nor conſequently for God to 
reveal) It could not be, but that nature it 
ſelf, being, in every one, pure, and genume, 
muſt prompt him to continual aſpirings to- 
wards the higheſt Perfection, whereof, 5 7he 
Drome Will, he ſhould find himfelf capable. 
Tho yet it could not conſiſt with the Sin- 
leſneſs of his preſent State to be over- haſty ; 
but the Conſcience of his being a Debtor for 
all his preſent Attainments to the freeſt and 
moſt munificent Bounty, muſt oblige him to 
a dutiful compliance with the wiſe, and ſo- 
veraign Pleaſure of his Bleſſed Lord; toda 
cheerful Contentation, and Willingneſs, that 
he ſhould make what further uſe of him -he 
ſhould ſee fit, for tranſmitting an Holy Life, 
and nature, to ſuch as ſhould _ — 
q : | an 
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and to a moſt calm, ſerene, and pleaſant 
— of being ſeaſonably tranſlated 
3 

* now Sin and Death having invaded 
this World, and ſpread thorough it, into how 
horrid a Gulf have they turn d this part of 
God's Creation ! Men having by their own 
Apoſtacy cut themſelves off from God, do 
each of them graſp at Deity 3 every one at- 
tempts to fill up his Room, and is ſo profanely 
inſolent, as to affect being a God to himſelf, his 
own firft and laſt. And all having withdrawn 
themſelves from God, ard abandoned his In- 
tereſt, which the Law of their Creation, and 
their dependent State, obliged them to ſerve; 
they have no common Intereſt left; whereup- 
on every one makes his own, his only Intereſt. 
And that Soveraign Principle of Divine Love 
being extin&, whereby they were to /ove God 
with all their Hearts, Souls, Minds, and 
Might, which is the firſt and great Com- 
mand; the ſecond branch, like the former, 
by which they were all, for his ſake, to love 
each other, as himſelf, naturally fails and 
dies. Whence every one ſets up himſelf, in 
excluſion to God, and all other Men. And 
that ſelf, (all concern for their better, and 
nobler part, which could only have its ſup- 
port and ſatisfaction in God, being ſuppreſt 
and loft) is only their baſer, their carnal 
ſelf. Tis this alone, * are concerned br 
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And every one fecks to cateh and 


enormous, and ungovern d an Appetite, 


makes them tear this World in pieces 3 every 


one ſnatching what he can of it for himſelf. 
ence are Wars, and Fightings, James 4. 1. 4. 


that he can, for the Service and Gratafication. 
of this vile, ſenſual, Self, out of this le 
World; which, becauſe it is all empty Va- 
nity, and hath not enough in it to e | 


— 


* 
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And as by this Fri endſhip, every one ſeeks to 
e 


contract with this Worl 
ſo as to engroſs it to himſelf, a 


ſo they become Devils to one another. An 


thus are Men generally drown'd in Perdition 
and Deſtruction. 


But the merciful God hath appointed his 


* - 


Fundamental to the whole Chriſtian State, as 


the caſe before ſtated requir'd, is that of Self- 


- demal;, which, ſo far as it obtains, doth truly 
reſtore us to our ſelves, and to our Eirſt,and 


- Primitive State, and Place, in God's Creation. 


For having ſuffer'd once for us, the Juſt. for 
the Unjull, 

and having redeemed us to God by his Blood. 
: Rev. 5. 9. when he ſhall have obtain d th 


to bring ws to God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. 


is his 
end 


+. — 2 


parately, and alone, 
part from qther 
Men, they make themſelves Enemies to God 


TY 0 


own Son, a Redeemer for us, who gave himſelf . 
for our Sins, to deliver us [to take us out from, 

: Gal. 1. 4. AS the word ſignifies] b this | preſent 
Evil World; whoſe firſt Law, and moſt deeply 


; 
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end upon us, all things fall right with us, as 


to him, our ſelves, and one anather. 


Yet becauſe the wiſe, and God becoming 


Methods, which are uſed in purſuance of the 


Inclination, obſtinately adhere to this World, 


ſeeking their All from it; and the uſurping 


God of this World blinding their Minds, that 


the glorious Light hy oſpel of Chrift ſhould 


not ſhine to them, 2 Cor. 4. 4. and being an in- 
working Spirit in the Children of Diſobedience, 


Epheſ. 2. 2. Leading them Captive at his Will, 
2 Tim. 2. u/t. and that this Prince of the 
Darkneſs of this World, made up of Malice 


and Envy againſt God, and of Malignity and 


Miſchief againſt Men, as their common Apol- 
lyon, and * 4 doth with all his Legi- 


ons haunt and infeſt this Lower World, till 
the time of their Torment come; and that 
thus Enmity againſt God, and his Chriſt, is 
fomented, and naturally propagated from Age 
to Age in this World; it is therefore God's 
Righteous and declared Pleaſure, to put an end 
to this State of Things; not to continue this 


World, as the Stage of his perpetuated diſnon- 


ours; but to ſhut it up by the Final Judg- 
ment, and at laſt conſume it with Fire. In 
the mean time, while he is gradually conſuming 
Sinners out of this Earth, he is, by equal de- 

B 3 grees, 


Redeemer's deſign, do not generally take 
Peace, or prevail againſt the Spirit of this 
/orld; but Men, through their own wicked 


\ \ 


| 


could have attain'd to; in proportion, as the 
ſecond Adam doth excel the firſt in Dignity, 
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grees, gathering Home his, own out of it. 


1 


And to them, how great a privilege 1s it to be 
taken out from this preſent Evil World! 
Which that they may apprehend with Sa- 
vour and Reliſh, their blefſed Lord hath let 
them have a fore- ſight of Death abohſbt, and 
Life and Immortality brought to light in his 
oſpel ; and gives them the Spirit of Wiſdom 
Revelation, that they may the hope of 
their Calling, Epheſ. 1. 17, 18. endowing 
them with that Faith, which is the Subſtance 
of the things they hope for, Heb. 11. 1. 
| Whereupon, having all the Glories of the 
other World in view,and the Repreſentation of 
a State, which they have reaſon to apprehend 
as much more Bliſsful and Glorious, than, 


in the way of, even, primitive Nature, they 


Performances, and Glory. Here, therefore, 
their need of Patience, in expecting this final 
iſlue of things, to themſelves in particular, 
and to the whole Redeemed Community, is moſt 
conſpicuous, and appears great, even as it re- 
lates to this Expectation, tho they did not 
labour under the preſſure of very grievous 


_ Evils befides, which yet muſt much increaſe 


that need. 

But it is this Expectation it ſelf, to which 
I intend principaily to confine the preſent 
Diſcourſe. In reference whereto, the greater 


the 


| 


J - 
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the Pleaſure is of our Fore-ſight, the greater 
need we ſhall have of this Patience; i. e. as 
our Fore- ſight, tho beholding the terrible 
hings, Death, andthe final Diſſolution of all 
hings, which-muſt intervene, doth yet ter- 
mnate on the bleſſed Conſequents thereof. 

And thoſe Conſequents, viz. The Enjoy- 
ments and Bleſſedneſs of the future State, it 
is plain the Apoſtle did intend in theſe 
words, as the Context evidently ſhews, i. e. 
whether you conſider the foregoing, or the 
following, Context. For that great Recom- 
pence of Reward, mentioned in the immedi- 
ately foregoing Verſe 35. and the Salvation 
of our. Souls, in the cloſe of this Chapter 
and the things hoped for, and not ſeen, in 
the very beginning of the next, do plainly 
ſhew, the Diſcourſe being of a piece, that 
the Promiſe to be received, muſt be the Pro- 
miſe of that Bleſſedneſs, that is not to be 
enjoyed, in the fulneſs of it, but by inter- 
vening Death ; Nor by all holy Men together, 
till the End of all things, Chap. 1 1. 13. And 
whereas we have here the Expreſſion of Re- 
ceiving the Promiſe, it is plain the Promiſe 
muſt be underſtood Ohjectively ; 7. e. that 
tranſcendent Good that was promiſed ; viz. 
That principally, wherein all the Promiſes 
do finally and laſtly center: Which, it is 
plain, the Apoſtle here moſt eſpecially in- 
tends, as being eminently called the Promiſe. 
Whereupon B 4 There 
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8 Of Patience, in expeFation 
There are now two things that offer them- 
ſelves to our Qbſervation from this Scrip- 
ture, | 
1. That the Buſineſs of a fincere Chriſtian 
in this World is to be — b Will of God. 
2. That Patience, in expecting the Conſequent 
Bleſſedneſs of the future State, i 


e, is a needful re- 


quiſite in every fincere and thorough Chriſtian. 


The former of theſe I ſhall not init upon ; 
but only touch tranſiently. 

I need not tell 
God, we are to ka, the Object of his 
Mill, or that which he wills, viz. the 


is not a thing yet to be done, but Eter- 
nal, as his own very Being it ſelf. And 
again, that you may eaſily apprehend, it is 
our Duty willed by him, and not meer Events, 


- 


this Will, viz. wherein we have a part to act; 
otherwiſe how are we ſaid to do his will? 


Of this every ſincere Chriſtian muſt be 


the active Inſtrament. All Creatures, whe- 
ther they will or no, whether they deſign 
any ſuch thing, or deſign it not, muſt be 
the paſſe Subjects, upon which his Will 
takes place. But to be the active Inſtrument 
thereof, is, in fad, the buſineſs only of a 
devoted Perſon, one given up to God in Chriſt. 
Such only are in an immediate Capacity, or 
Promptitude to do the Will of God, inten- 
Ps | tionally, 


ou that, by the Will of 


thing willed ; not his Will it ſelf, which 


that muſt be underſtood to be the Object of | 


Aa 
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tionally, and with their own defign ; tho it 
be the undoubted _ of all, who are natu- 
rally capable thereof. 1 

Will this Rebel -World never conſider 
this! That are in a continual War with 


him, in whoſe Hands is their Breath, on this 


high point, whoſe Will ſhall be ſupream ! 
And dread not Je Wer ſo L a 
Combat, between O-:mpotence and an Earthen 
Potſheard ! Nor bethink themſelves what 
Woes impend, and hang over their guilty 
Heads, for ſo mad Inſolence, as ſtriving with 
their Maker | Iſai. 45. 9. 
Will they never conſider it, that pretend 
Subjection to him? When their very Pretence 
is a Mockery > And that affront him with 
the frequent Repetition of that ludicrous 
Petition [Thy Vill be done on Earth) amidſt 
_ open, contemptuous Oppoſitions there-. 
to 
2. But I ſhall apply my ſelf to conſider 
the latter of theſe ; that Patience, in the ex- 
pectation of the Bleſſedneſs of the heavenly 
Eftate, is very needful to every ſincere and 


h Chriſtian. 
An g to this, I flfall 


in ſpeaki 
1. Give ſome account of this Patience, ac- 
cording as it is to have this Exerciſe, in ex- 
pecting future Bleſſedneſs. 

2. Labour to evince to you the neceſſity 
of it; how needful a thing it is to any 
ſerious 
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ſerious and thorough Chriſtian. And ſo the 
Uſe will enſue. 1 
I. I ſhall give ſome account of this Pa- 
Cg. as it is to be exerciſed: in the preſent 
aſe. | 5 
We might, indeed, aſſign a Third Occafion 
of exerciſing Patience, beſides 44 pre- 
ſent incumbent Evils, and expecting à future 
hoped Good, viz. doing the Good which be- 
Jongs to the Duty of our preſent ſtate; which 
the Text points out to us in what it inter- 


poſes [After ye have done the Will of God 
2. ge! 


. 


and which is intimated, when we are 
not to be weary of well-doing, Gal. 6. 9. and, 
7 a patient continuance in well doo, to ſeek 
onour, Glory, Immortality, &c. Rom. 2. 7. 
and to run with Patience the Race ſet before 
| us, Heb. 12. 1. When alſo the good Ground 
zs ſaid to bring forth with Patience, Luke 8. 
l . 8$. Hat ooh dering the Pleaſure, which 
' doing Good contains in it ſelf, and that the 
Patience it gives occaſion for, is accidental, 
and ariſes from the other two, either the Suf- 
ferings, to which doing Good often: expoſes; 

or the Expectation of a greater Good in a per- 

fed State; when alſo all Indiſpoſition and 
Laſſitude ſhall perfectly ceaſe ; we need not 
make this a diſtn& Head. Or, however, our 
| Preſent delign contines us, chiefly, to the 
Patience that is to be exerciſed in the Ex- 
peclation of our final Good, viz. Bleſſedneſs 


And 


* 
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And in ſpeaking hereto, I ſhall 


1. Lay down ſome things more generally, 

and 
2. Thence proceed to what will more par- 

ticularly concern the Matter in Hand. 

1. There are {ome things more generally 
to be conſider d, which, tho more remotely, 
will aptly ſerve our purpole. 

1. That the natural Conſtitution of the Hu- 
mane Soul diſpoſeth it, equally to covet and 
purſue a deſirable Good, as to regret and ſhuz 
an hurtful Evil. This is plain to any that 
underſtand their own Natures, and take any 
notice of the moſt connatural Motions and 
Operations of their inward Man. 


2. That the want of ſuch a defirable and 
ſuitable Good, underſtood to be ſo, is as truly 
Micting and grievous, as the preſſure of a 
preſent Evil. : 

3. That an ability to bear that want, 1s as 
real and needful an Endowment, as the forti- 
tude, by which we endure a painful Evil. 

Yea, and it may be as ſenſibly painful, the 
pain of Thirſt, being as grievous, as that of a 
Wound or Bruiſe. Therefore the ability to 


bear it, without Deſpondency, or any Pertur- 


bation, or Diſcompoſure of Spirit, call it by 
what Name you will, is moſt a deſirable Ad- 
vantage and Benefit to any Man. 


4. That, therefore, it equally belongs to 


Patience, to be exerciſed in the one caſe, as 
wel! 
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12 Of P atience, in expedt ation 
well as in the other. And the general Nature 
of it being found in each, as we ſhall further 
ſee hereafter, the Name is, with equal fitneſs, 
common to both, and to be given alike to 
either of them. For what do Names ſerve 
for, but to expreſs the Natures of Things, as 
near as we Can. 
4 — Generals being thus premiſed, I 
ma! wy 

2. Proceed more diſtinctly to give Ac- 
count of Patience, according to this Notion 
of it, : 

| . FWhat it ſuppoſes. 
Dy thewing UP here n it 0% 


1. What it ſuppoſes, as it hath its exer- 
eiſe this way, viz. in the Expectation of the 
Bleſſedneſs of the future State. 

2 Wherem, ſo conſidered, it conſiſts. 

1. What, thus taken, it ſuppoſes. 

1. That Bleſſedneſs, truly ſo call'd, be 
actually underſtood and apprehended by the 
Expectants, as a real and moſt deſirable Good 
to them. They can, otherwife, never think 
themſelves to need Patience, in expecting 
It. 

To the blind befooled World, true Bleſſed- 
neſs is a frightful thing. They run from it 
as a Mormo, or ſome terrible Appearance. 
Religion, i. e. nearneſs to God, and inward 


Converſation with him, (which we will not 


ſay 
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ſay hath affinity with it, but contains it, or 
is the ſame thing) they dread as a fornidable 
Darkneſs, or the Shadow of Death. There- 
fore they ſay to God, Depart from us. Where- 
upon it is not the want of this Bleſſedneſs, 
but the thing it ſelf, ſo monſtrouſly miſ- 
underſtood, that gives exerciſe to their Pa- 
tience; nor have they Patience enough for it. 
The Divine Preſence they cannot endure. 
2. The delays and de erring 75 this Bleſſed- 

e 


neſs muſt-be an affiiting and felt Grievance. 
Otherwiſe Patience can have no place or ex- 
erciſe about it. Pagamſb Morality hath taught 
us, Nulla eſt Virtus qua non ſentis Sn. 
1 neca. 
2 It is no Virtue at all to 


that which IT do not feel. A Stone, if 
it bears the moſt heavy Weight, yet feels it 
not. And, ſaith that Inſtructive Writer, we 
aſcribe not to the Virtuous Man the hardneſs 
of a Stone. If I have no feeling of a Grie- 
vance in the deferr'd Bleſſedneſs of the fu- 
ture State, I have no uſe for Patience in ex- 
petting it. . Hope deferr'd ( faith one divine- 
Iy wiſe) makes the Heart ſick. There will 
be a Sickneſs. at the Heart, by the, delay of 
what I hope for, moſt of all, when the ſum 
of my Bleſſedneſs is the thing hoped for, and 


ſtill deferr d. The Delay muſt be as grie- 
vous, as the Attaintment is pre- apprehended 
to be pleaſant and joyous; viz. that, when it 
comes, it is a Tree of Life; ſo the grateful- 


5 neſs 
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neſs of Enjoyment is in the oppoſite Sentence, 
(Prov. 13. 12.) ſet againſt the Heart-Sickneſs 
of Expectation. They that never felt their 
earts /ick with the defire of Heaven, and 
the Bleſſedneſs of that State, cannot conceive 
of it a Tree of Life before-hand, nor ever 
know what Patience in expecting it ſignifies, 
in the mean time. 

Theſe things being ſuppoſed unto this Pa- 
tience, we next come to ſhew - 

2. Where it conſiſts, And are here to 
conſider, that it's more ſdeci al Nature cannot 
be underſtood, without taking ſome previous 
ſhort notice of its general Nature, or what it 
hath in it common to it with other Patience 
under the ſame Name. | 

Its more general Notion ſeems not capable 
of any fitter Expreſſion, than [an ability be- 
comingly to endure. 

But becauſe that may be without or with 
Reference to God ; this latter we are to 
fingle out, for the SubjeF of our preſent 
Diſcourſe, as that which the Text expreſly 
intends : Te have need of Patience, that | after 
Je have done the Will of God] ye may receive 
the Promiſe. 


And its Reference to God may be two- 
fold, viz. both as he is 


Author n 
| The} 0% + of it. | 
1. As 
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1. As he is the Author. Inaſmuch as it 
is a moſt uſeful Principle and Diſpoſition of 
Soul, which, with a Compaſſionate Regard 
to the Exigency of our preſent State, God 
is pleaſed to implant in ſuch, as he hath a 
favour for, that they may not be expoſed, as 
a Veſſel in a wide and ftormy Sea, unable, 
otherwiſe, to endure, and under a neceſſity 
of finkins, or of being broken in pieces. In 
their Make and Frame, they are fitted to 
their State, even by Gracious YVouchſafement - 
And therefore is this fitly reckon d a Divine 
Grace. We find it plac among the Fruits 
of the Spirit, Gal. 5. 22. And are therefore 
to count it, as that is the Spirit of Grace, 
a moſt needful and excellent Grace of that 
bleſſed Spirit, by which, duly exercis d, the 
Soul is compoſed unto a right Temper, not 
only in bearing the Evils of this preſent on 3 
but in waiting for the Bleſſedneſs of the fu- 
fare. 
And thus we conſider it as, not only, a 
Rational Temperament, that may, in great 
part, take its riſe from our ſelves, and the 
ſober uſe of our own Thoughts ( which yet 
it unbecomes us not to imploy to this pur- 
poſe) but alſo as a Gratuitous Donation, a Gift 
of the good Spirit of God. And hereof 
there is a not obſcure intimation in the 
Text, telling us we have need of Patience. 
'Tis Grace, or Merciful Vouchſafement, that 
| conliders 
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-preſs a permanent waiting, or expectation of 


conliders what we do need: Whence, there- 
fore, we hear of a Throne of Grace, whither 
we are to come for Mercy, and Grace, to 
help in time of need, Heb. 4. 16. 

And, as ſuch, how fitly is its Nature ſig- 
nify'd in the mentioned place by the word 
nan v, longammity 5 which we read, 


leſs properly, l -ſuffering z there bein no 
8 


otation of Suffering in the word; 
alſo G, or enimus, in preſent compoſi- 
tion, as not only ſignifying Mind, as that 
denotes the Underſtanding Faculty, or meer 
Intelle# ; but lively Deſire, a certain Vi- 
gour, and ſtrength of Spirit, Zeal, Hope, 
Courage, Fortitude, an unaptneſs to a yield- 
ing Succumbency ; and this (as the other 
word ſignifies) through a. long ſpace, or 
tract of time. When Deſire and Hope are 
lengthened and continued, without Deſpon- 
dency, even to the appointed term, and du- 
ring the preſcribed Seaſon of Expectation. 
And ſo the word doth rather incline to ex- 


preſs Patience, as it refers unto a deſired 


Good, that we are expecting and waiting for. 
And you find it mentioned with other 
Graces, 2 Pet. 1.5, 6. by the word in the 
Text umopom, which is equally apt to ex- 


Good, as fuffering of incumbent Evil. But 
alſo, if we conſider that Context, we there 
may diſcern its heavenly Deſcent, yy its 

ng 


| 
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being a part of the Off- ſpring of God among 
Men. For immediately, upon the ment: 
on of a Divine Nature participated (or a 


Godly Frame and Habit of Soul) that car- 


ries a Man up, or enables him to emerge, 
and - eſcape the Pollutions of this impure 
World ; beſides this eſcape, are to be added 
(not without our own intervening diligence) 
the ſeveral following Gracious Principles, as 
Branches, into which that Divine Nature 
ſhoots forth, exerts, and ſpreads its ſelf, of 
which this Patience is one. 5 
And, to ſhew its Divine Original, God is 
pleas d to ſtile himſelf in his Word, the God 
of Patience, Rom. 15. 5. It is his very 
Image in the Soul. For is not the Divine 
Patience one of the great Attributes, by which 
we are to know him? and for which we are 
to adore him? Tt is that, by which he ſuf- 
fers not hurt, whereof the Divine Being is 
not capable; but, by which he bears much 
wrong from his injurious, revolted Creatures. 
Whence it is a nighty Power, that is ſaid, to 
lie in the Divine Patience. Let the Power of 
my Lord be great, according as thou haſt ſpo- 
ken, The Lord is Long-ſuffering, &c. Numb. 
14. 17, 18. It is, indeed, his Power over 
himſelf, by which he reſtrains his Anger, his 
Omnipotent Anger, that would otherwiſe go 
forth to conſume offending Creatures. We 
cannot, indeed, conceive any ſuch Paſſion in 


C God 
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God, which he finds a difficulty in reſtrain- 
ing, tho eaking to Men, he uſes their Lan- 


guage and beſpeaks them in their own Idioms, 
— forms of Speech. But tis owing to the 
neceſſary, ſelf - originate Concurrence of all 
Perfection: in his Nature and Being, that 


— 


rok ing unbecoming Deity can have place 
ere. FR | bd Ent yer 

In the mean time, ſince the New Creature 
is Godlike, the Image of we hence are 
taught to conceive of Patience ( a part of 
that Production) not under the Notion of 
dull and ſluggifſi Impotency, but of Power, 
an ability to endure, as before, and that, as 


- 


having its Original and Patern in the bleſſed 


—_ -. „ 
2. And it is alſo ſpecify'd by à reſpect to 
God as the Objeck. For a Deterence to his 
holy Pleaſure in ordering the occaſions of 
uch exerciſe, is carried in the Notion of it. 
It hath in it ſuhmiſſon to the Will of God. 
And by this it comes to be taken into Reli- 
gion, or Religion muſt be taken into it, and 
be comprehended in our Conception of it. 
. True and gracious Patience, and every Exer- 
| ciſe of it, is to be lookt upon as a part f 
Piety and Godlineſs. 33 3 
| | Me are here not to ſuppoſe, that Patience, 
in expecting Good, and in bearing Evils, muſt 
have diflin#® Notions, but Exerciſes only. 
And, tho? theſe Exerciſes are diſtinct, yet 


| 

| - - wo | as 
| 

| 


* . 
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28 the ſuffering of many incumbent Evilt, is, 
in our preſent State, complicated with the 
abſe ence, and expett ation of the Good we de- 
fire ; theſe Exerciſes are ſcarce ever to be ſe- 
parated. It is, therefore, the leſs to ſurprize 


us, that this Ingredient into the nature of 


Patience ¶Submiſſion to God] ſhould run in- 
to both, as we find a mixture in the occaſions 
thereof. As when the Pſalmiſt complains of 
them that breathed Cruelty againſt him, he 
fays, he had fainted (as we tranſlate,” for 
thoſe words I had fainted} are not in the 
Hebrew Text, but coriceal'd in a more En- 


2 Apoſiopœſs. q. d. It cannot be 177 
| 7 


ow deplorable-my Caſe had been, if I had 
not believed) to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord. 
And adds, Wait on the Lord, he ſball ſtrengthen 
thine Heart, &c. Pal. 27. 13, 14. 88 
This, in the mean time, is the Voice of 
Patience. It ts the Lord; and, in the pre- 


ſent caſe, tis he that diſpoſes, and orders 1 


ſhould ſo long bear and wait; that over- 
awes my Soul, and brings it down to 2 
peaceful and dutiful Acquieſcence in his good 


Pleaſure; peaceful to my ſelf, dutiful towards 


him. Let him do what ſeems him good. 
Since it 1s. his pleaſure, that I ſhould wait 
ſo long, before 1 ſhall become a bleſſed Crea- 


ture, I ſhall admire and praiſe him, that 1 


hope I ſhall be fo at laſt : But, with pro- 
found Submiſſion unto his Purpoſe and De- 


C 2 termination 
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termination herein, wait, till he ſhall think 
fit to 2 this good e of his Goodneſs 
towards me, in accompliſhing my Deſires, and 
in anſwering my Expectations fully, at laſt ; 
when 1 ſhall be brought into that State, 
where is fulneſs of Foy; and be placed at 


thy e and, O Lord, where are Rivers of 


Pleaſure for evermore ! The thing is wholly 
=_ him, and it is fit the time ſhould be 
alſo. 

And now, as true Patience hath belonging 
to it, what is ſo ſpecial, viz. a Reſpect to 
God, which we underſtand to be cauſal of it, 
in its proper kind ; ſo we may give a further 
ſhort account of it, conſidering it 


James 1.4.) the Work of Patience, viz. that it 
gives a man a maſtery and conqueſt over all undue 
and diſorderly Paſſions. It fixes the Soul in a 
compoſed Serenity, creates it a Region of ſedate 
and peaceful Reſt ; infers into it a ſilent Calm, 
allays, or prevents all turbulent Agitations; 
excludes whatſoever of noiſy (amour; per- 


mits no Tumults, no Storm or Tempeſt with- 


in; whatſoever of that kind, in this our ex- 


pecting State, may beſet a Man from with- 
out | 


And this moſt Connatural Hfect of Patience, 
we ſee, how moſt aptly it is expreſs'd by our 
Saviour, Luke 21. 19. In your Patience poſſeſs 
ye your Souls, q. d. It is Patience that muſt 

| give 


„ W-- -7 y 


2dly, In its peculiar Effe&;(or, as it is called, 


3 ͤ— „ TIE” ˙———2 mung 
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„ , 


give 2 Man the dominium ſui; and keep him, 


under God, in his own power. He intimates, 
if you have not Patience, you are outed of 
your felves; you are no longer Maſters cf. 


Jour own Soulf, can have no Enjoyment of. 
Jour ſelvet ; and, therefore, are much leſs to 
expect a ſatisfying Enjoyment of him. 
The Temper of Spirit it introduces, in 
oppoſition to angry and querulous Repinings, 
is a dutiful Silence. I was dumb, and opened 
not my mouth, becauſe thou didſt it, Plal. 39. 9. 
In oppoſition to Fear, it is Fortitude. Wait - 
on the Lord; dg good Courage, and be fhall 
ſtrengthen thine eart ; wait, I ſay, on the 


8 * 


Lori, Pſal. 27.14. In oppoſition to a de- 
Jpairing Dejection of Mind, Confidence; as in 

is Context, Caſt not away your Confidence, 
yon have need of Patience. oppoſition to 
. Unmoderate Sorrow, for your deferr'd Felicity, 
Complacency. Strengthened with all might, 
according to his Necker _ 55 For _ 
fence ' and - ſuffering, with Joyfulneſs; 
giving Thanks 45 2 Father, who hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of 
the Saints in Laght, Col. 1. 11. 12. q. d. O 
Bleſſed be God for our Proſpect] and that 
we have a firm Ground whereupon to live, 


rejoycing in Hope of the Glory of God, Rom. 
8 


it is that, by which, with this compoſure 
of Soul, we expe&, and are ſtill looking for 
the bleſſed Hope, and * glorious Appearing of 
3 the 


ſenſe of it, which were meer pyeviſbneſs, and, 
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eſus Chriſt, 
2 who ws 


Patience is 


CE 10 the MEL UE. IEEE... 
We may thus ſhortly ſum up the matter, 
viz. That in reference to- the delay of the 


Bleſſedneſs we expect mn 
1. We ought not to be without Senſe, as if 


. 


it were no Grievance. ..: _. 
4 were Stupidity, and not Patience. 
2. That we ought not to have an exceſſve 


= 


17patience. IT Tn GERT Yr 

Therefore having given this Account, what 
this Patience, conlidergd in this exerciſe, im- 
ports; I come 


2. To 


NE Rs — dc 
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2. To ſhew the neceſſity of it, in a ſerious 
and thorough Chriſtian, from the conſider- 
ation of * 


yy Principles, from v 
833 hv 


hence this necel- 
ſity ariſes. 1 
0 Ends, which it is neceſſary unto. 
It muſt, indeed, be acknowledged, that the 
form of Speech here uſed in the Greek, yetiz» 
xe, doth directly lead us to conſider the 
latter of theſe, *uſefulneſs, to ſuch or ſuch pur- 
poles, rather than the intrin/ical heceſſity of a 
thing in it elf. rere of 
But it cannot be denyed, that, to make a 
Min a compleat Chriſtian, muſt be taken in as 
4 Primary, and fundamental Part, the 2 fe of 
Patience, ſubſervient to all the reſt. And we 
lind it recommended po this Account, James 
1. 4. Let Patience have its perfect work, that 
ye thay be perſon, and entire, lacking not hing. 
Therefore, what ſhews its neceſſity, as belong- 
ing to the inward frame and conſtitution of 4 
Chriſtian; eannotbe irrelative to our purpoſe. 
And this appears from its intimate connection 
with ſeveral things, that moſt confeſſedly be- 
long, as Principles, to the moſt inward frame 
and'conſtitution of a Chriſtian, WES 
The Principles, we ſhall here refer to, are 


 _ CSubordinate, 
Either or 
Sovereign, and Supreme. 


84 | And 
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„. they both make it neceſſary, and pro- 
e . i f 
r. Thoſe that are ſubordinate concur in the 
conſtitution of 4 truly Chriſtian Frame, and, 
thereupon, both make this exerciſe of Pati- 
ence neceſſary, and 2xiftent ; or make way for 
it, that it may obt: a, and take place with 
them in a Man's Soul. — 
They are e 
I. Faith of the unſeen State. That Faith, 
which, in this very Context, the beginning 
of the next Chapter, is called the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
not ſeen. This Faith of a Chriſtian tells him, 
God hath made report to me of the Glory 
and Bleſſedneſs of the unſeen World; and 1 
believe it, take his Word, rely upon it. I 
do, as the Apoſtle ſays, Hope for Eternal | 
Life, which God, that cannot lie, hath pro- 


. 


miſed, Tit. 1. 2, Thijs realizes the things 


themſelves, makes them, that axe future, as 
preſent. It ſerves me inſtead of Eyes, and 
preſent Senſe. They are things, in reference 
Wwhereto, we muſt walk by Faith, and not by 
Sight. That Faith makes a Supply for Viſon, 
as we find it did, in reference to an unſeen 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1. 8. One great part of the ex- 
peed Bleſſedneſs of the other State is that 
beatifick fight of hin, which we ſball have; 
and which, believed, and hopped for, main- 
tains preſent Life and Vigour in us towards 
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But the 


thren, Behold the Husband- 

2 ol - alſo MA ſub- 

joins the propoſal of the great obje# of their 
Faith, the coming of the Lord 1 nig h. 
It is the Faith of the unſeen State (which com- 
mences to the whole Chriſtian Community, at 
their Lord's coming) that makes Patience, at 
once, both 4 and poſſole 3 yea and 
actual too; neceſſary, becaule the proſpect it 
ves is ſo glorious; poſſible, becauſe it is ſo 
| pon the former Account, without 
Patience, 


13. Nor ſhall be at a loſs how to diſtingmfh 


we ſeg how this latter 15 com 
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patience, the delay could not be endured 
on the latter, 9 it affords — Lf Re- 


le, and Strength, that one may be capable 


of enduring, and endure. We more 
eaſily bear the delay of the moſt excellent 


things, whereof we are fute at laſt. Out of 
the very Eater i it ſelf, comes forthr Meat, and 


A g. 


or ſhall we unfitl add Hope to fait k 
We learn them to be di/fr 


able, finding 
them diſtinctiy mentio 


ascmo of that great 
triad of Principles, ſaid to abide, 1 Cor. 13. 


them, if we conſider Faith, as more directiy 
reſpecting the ground, upon which we reſt, 
the Divine Teſimonmy, or * Eper 
the Object, unto which we, „ reaoh 


forward in defere, and GT 2 1 as 


plitated with: 
Faith; ſo. ve may ſee how. it t connects wielr 


Patience; Romit G. 24, 2 e are faved by 
Hope ; tut Hope that ir fin; it not Hope 
for : what a Mon ſeeth, why doch he yet 2 
fort it. Bus if we hope for that which we Jee 
3 then do we, with Patience, wait for it. 
my if we follow the thred of iſcourſs 
through this Context;. and obſerve how it be- 
gins; We are ſaved by Hane; z and how it ter- 
minates in Patience It is obvious to collect, 
that were it not for Patience, we were loſt l 
And may ſo learn how further to underſtand: 


Our 


— 
— ——ů — 
— 
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our Saviour s words, Luke: 24. 19, In your 
Ne 7 N u 8 3 Nor as 

eng, or „tee ping s-oppaled to loſing. 
| bf] = cannot, endur ero the end, —— 
 ſeved. Sp is the Nem Craatute compoſed b 
2 acontexture of Principles, to be, under God, 
4 ſelf-preſerving r big. 
g. Love is another great conſtituent of the 
neceſſary ; às usb Patienos is requiſite to 
make them endure one anothers Abſence; who 
are very cordial Lovers of ane another. No- 
thing is mere eſential in the Conſtitution of 
a ſincere Chr iſtian, than Hidin Love t lt is 
the very Heart and Soul of the New- Creature. 
Love deſiring after God, as ta ſupreme Good ʒ 
love delighting, and aequieſting in him above 
all, according to my preſent: meaſure of en- 
joyment of him; which being very imper⸗ 
makes my Patience moſt abſolutely ne- 
Patience, hom can I endure the Abſence of 
him, whom [I love better than my ſelf? And 
that love of him doth connote, and carry: a- 
long with it, the extinction of the Love of 
this preſent World, ſo that it ſhall nat longer 

predominant; its predominancy being in- 
conſiſtent with the Love of God: Love not 
this Mord if any Man love this World, tbe 
love of the Father is not m him, 1 John 2. 15. * 
Now when a Soul is mortify'd to the love ow 

| this 
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this World, it is not hereby quite"/f/prfy': 
love is not deſtroyed,” but turned to e 
and its 31 Object; and is ſo much 
the more intenſe God-ward, by how much 
the more it is drawn, and taken off- from all 
inferior things. Thereupon- it muſt be ſo 
much the more grievous to be kept off from 
him; and that grievance cannot be born with- 
out Patience : For that which aggrieves is the 
Abſence of my beft Good, which can have no 
equivalent; and the want whereof nothing 
can ſupply, 'or fill up its room. God cannot 
be low d without being known. Nor can he be 
known to be God, but as the beſt good. Tho 
I can; never know him perfectly, yet ſo much 
I muſt be ſuppoſed to know of him, that he 
is better than all-thjngs elſe; that nothing 
that is not ſuperivr in Goodneſs to all things 
beſides ; even infinitely inferior can be God; 
and nothing, but ſuch an uncreated good can 
make me an Bappy Creature. And what Pati- 
ence do I need, to make me content not to be 
happy 2. nt e 8 7 
But he were not ſuch a Good, goodneſs it 
ſelf, if he could: impoſe it upon me to chooſe 
to be Miſerable, or never to be happy. He 


only n a u hile, that I be 
patient OF ſome del EW 


And hereupon, if my Love be fuch as it 
ought, It doth not only make Patience necef- 
ſary, but facile too. 


It 
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It correſponds not to its glorious and moſt 
excellent Object, if it be not a very reverential, 
and moſt obſeguious Love, full of Duty to- 
wards him, on whom it is plac d. If it hath 
not in it a regard to the Bleſſed God, as well 


under the notion of the Soveraign Ruler, as 
the Soveraign Good. | 


And thereupon my Patience, as hath been 
ſaid, carrying Religion in it, i. e. a dutiful 
diſpoſition towards God: The ſame Principle 
which makes it neceſſary, makes it practicable 
alſo. When he, whoſe devoted Servant I am, 
hath fignify'd to me his good pleaſure, viz. 
he finally intends me to a Bleſſed State; but 

that in 6 State, wherein I now am, he hat 
| Preſent Service for me to do; or that he ſees 
it requiſite before he Tranſlates me out of 
this State, further to prepare me for a better; 
and requires, in the mean time, I ſeek Honour, 
Glory, and Immortality, by a patient continu- 
ance in well-doing : My love: ta him it ſelf, 
which makes it to. appear neceſſary 5 makes it 
alſo appear to me the moſt reaſonable thing in 
all the World; and that my Heart ſay with- 
in me, even from the Power and Spirit of Di- 
vine Love, when he impoſes this expeFation, 
though tedious, and when he inflicts any 
thing grievous, I was dunb, O Lord, and 
opened not my Mouth, becauſe: thou didſt it, 
Pſal. 39. 8. though I could not have taken it 


from another. 


We 


1 | 
$1 


hoon - 
— — — % TT — * 


once, While they are waiting. It is indetd 
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We further add, not as a ſingle, but more 
ſuits it unto the Heavenly 
it covet it more carneſtly. Ali things natu- 
rally tend to the Perfection of that State, un- 


to which they are pre- diſpoſed, which is more 


congenerous to them, or whereto' they have 
an agreement in their Natures. It is ſo in 
the new Nature, as well as that which is 
common to other Creatures. All things na- 
turally tend to their like. It cannot be lefs 
thus with the New-Creature,: whoſe Nature 
is improvd, heighten'd, and perſected, be- 
yond that of other Creatures. It is the Di- 
vine Holineſs impreſt upon the Soul, that 
ſuits it unto the participation of the Heaven- 
Iy Inheritance. None ever come to Heaven, 
but they that are made not t0 1 of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in light, Col. I. 12. 
They that are made meet for Heaven, ſuited 
in the Temper of their Spirits to it, cannot 
but long for it, and do therefore need Pati- 


but that to hic they are begotten. Foli- 
neſs in general ĩs the product ef Regeneration. 
And we find, that in 1 Pet. 1. 3. we are 
faid to be begotten unto the liveiy hope. Hope 
muſt be taken there objectively by what fol- 
tows, To an inheritunce intarruptible, and un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
„ Heaven 


Stare, and ſo makes | 


of Fxture Bleſſedueſs. 31 
Heaven for you, ver. 4. A diſpoſition to it 
is in our very natalitia. We are begotten to 
it by the implantation of this Principle, of 
the new, divine, and heavenly Birth. Such 
are born for that Country, born with a ſuit- 
ableneſs to that Inheritance, therefore can- 
not but have earneſt longings after it; and 
therefore cannot but need Patience, that they 
may endure the Delay. And that alſo con- 
notes and carries with it theſe two things, 
1. Hatred of the oppoſite, and 
WA tendency unto the Improvement and 
Perfection of it ſelf. "4s 
1. Hatred of the oppoſite, Sin. And this 
makes a ſerious Chriſtian groan z I have a 
Body of Death hanging about me. I cannot 
get rid of the Impurities which I hate. And 
becauſe the very Habit of their Sdul is now 
ſo far changed, that they are made:Holy, they 
cannot but hate the contrary. Tan that love 
the Lord hate evil; it belongs to your Cha- 
racter to do ſo, Eſal. y. 10. And they know, 
that they ſhall never be quite rid of it, as 
long as are here. And tho, as Sin is an 
Evil againſt God, it is not to be the object of 
their Patience; yet, as it is a grievance to 
themſelves, the remainders of it are, fo far, to 
de the Object, about which their Patience may 
be exerciſed, that they are not to enter into 
any Quarrel, that he doth not immediately 
make them Perfect in the very firſt Moment of 
their Converſion. And 
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And as there is.conjun& with this frame of 


Holineſs, hatred of the Oppoſite, ſo there is 


2. A tendency to the improving 'and 
heightning it ſelf : For every thing naturally 
affects its own Perfection, or the Perſection of 
its own proper kind. As Nature, in every 
thing that grows, aims at a certain pitch, at 
a certain «xw; ſo where there is an inchoate 
Holineſs, there cannot but be a tendency un- 
to conſummate perfect Holineſs. The Pre- 
cept, therefore, agrees to the Temper of their 
Mind, to whom it is given, Perfecting Holi- 
neſs, in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. This 
is having the Law written in the Heart, and 
put into the inward par. 
But, as 1 * . to the 
preceptive Vill of God, ſo it doth to his di 
fing 2 bein 4 made known. The ze 
when we d it to be: his pleaſure, . we 
ſhould wait: The holy Nature it {tt which 
prompts us ſo earneſtly to deſire the perfection 
of our State, muſt alſo incline us (it were, o- 
therwiſe made up of contradictions) patiently 
to expet it, our appointed. time: Herein we 


are to be ſubje& to the Father of our Spirits; 
as to the Fathers of our Fleſh, when they ſhall 


think fit to give a full Portion, Heb. 12. 9. 
2. Beſides all theſe ſubordinate Principles, 
we are to confider the co-operation of a So- 


veraign and Supreme Principle with them, 


and that is the bleſſed Spiri of God himſeT 
i 3 e 


* 
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begets, raiſes, and cheriſheth ſuch deſires af- 
ter the Bleſſedneſs of the Heavenly State, as 
makes this Patience moſt abſolutely neceſſary. 
You find in 2 Cor. 5. 4. where the Apoſtle is 
ſpeaking of his earneſt aſpiring, and groaning, 
not to be unclothed of this Fleſh, this earth] 
Tabernacle ;. but to be clothed upon, g. d. To 
be unclothed, is too low. and mean a thing ; 
hereby I only avoid the Troubles of Life. 
This can by no means terminate deſires of ſo 
high a kind, and of ſo Divine and Heavenly 
an Original. Theſe were only the deſires of 2 
Brute, oppreſt by a ſenſible, too heavy burden. 
But the thing J aſpire to, and groan after, is 
to be clothed upon. I'is ſomewhat poſitive, 
and much higher, viz. The perfection of that 
State, I am deſigned to, and by Grace, made 
capable of, wherein Mortality is to be ſwal- 
lowed up of Life. Theſe are deſires proceed- 
ing not from the ſenſe of what we fee! ; but 
from the attraction of what we ſee; and not 
from a brutal, but a divine Nature. So he 
next tells us, ver. 5. whence they were. Now 
he that hath wrought us for the ſelf ſame thing 
is God, who alſo hath given unto us the earneft 
of the Spirit, It is the Spirit of God work- 
ing in us, that makes us thus reſtleily aſpire, 
and groan. He that hath wrought us for this 
ſelf ſame thing ts God. It is more than if it 
had been barely ſaid, God bath wrought us 
for this ſelf ſame thing. So he might expreſs a 
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Work common to him with- other: Agents : 
As, if it had been ſaid, He hau wrought us 
for this ſelf ſame thing, and ſo might another. 
But he that hath wrought us for this ſelf ſame 
thing, is God. This is a far more emphatical 
way of ſpeaking, i. e. it doth aſſert Deity to 
him that doth this Work, q. d. none but God 
could do ſuch a thing. Therefore obſerve the 
form of Expreſſion here uſed, that we loſe 
not the emphaſis of it. The AQ | work- 
ing us for this ſame thing] is not affirmed of 
God, as it would in this Form, [God hath 
wrought us]. But being God, or God-head is 
affirmed of the Agent, 9. d. he cannot but be 
a God, that doth work this upon us. The o- 
ther way of Expreſſion would ſerve to repre- 
ſent an Action that were common, indefinite- 
ly, to one or another Agent; as if we ſay [ The 
King walks, ſpeaks, &c.] But to expreſs an 
act peculiar to Majeſty, we would fay [e 
that reigns, is the King]. This Expreſlion 
then, doth not only aſcribe, but appropriate 
the work done to God. What? that Moles! 
ſuch Dunghil Worms! ſhould thus aſpire ! 
He is a God that hath done this! For that 
ſuch a Work ſhould be done upon ſuch Crea- 
tures! to mould them into ſuch 4 Frame, that 
now nothing Terreſtrial, nothing Tempora- 
Ty, nothing within the Region of Mortality 
will ſatisfie; but they are reſtleſs for that 
State, wherein Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed 


ap 
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up of Life. . He that hath wrought us for this 
2 ſanie thing, is God. This is the work of 
4 Deity. | 
Therefore allo, are ſo ſolemn Thankſgivings 
tendered to the Father, for his having made us 
meet to be Nr of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, Col. 1. 12. which he doth 
not only by bringing Life and Immortality to 
tight in the Goſpel, 1 Tim: 2. 10. but by gi- 
ving the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation 
buy enlightming the Eyes of our Underſtanding, 
| that we may know the hope of our Calling, 
Epheſ. I. 17, 18. ſhining into our Souls with 
fuch a vivitick, penetrative, and transforming 
Light, as ſhould change their whole frame, 
and fully attemper them thereto. 

Now if it be a Divine Power that hath ex- 
cited ſuch deſires, and given ſuch a Diſpoſiti- 
on ; it muſt be a Divine Power that muſt mo- 
dierate them too; by giving alſo that Patience, 

that ſhall enable us to wait for the fullfilling of 

| them. And the. rather doth there need the 
interpoſition of a God in the caſe, to make 
us endure, and patiently expect the State he 

hath wrought us for, . inaſmuch as the ſame 

Spirit that frames us for that State (as we ſee 

recurring to the place before mention d) doth 

alſo aſſure us of it ; who hath given us the ear- 

_ neſt of the Spirit. His Spirit, working in us, 
not only gives us a clear ſignification of the 

Truth of the thing, but of our Title; and 
| D 2 there- 
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therefore makes us ſo earneſtly aſpire, and 
groan for it. Wherefore Patience cannot 
but be the more neceſſary ; and (the whole be- 
ing entirely his work, who doth no inconſiſtent 
things) the eaſier too. And fo we find in 
Rom. 8. 23, 24. where it is ſaid, That they 
that have received the firſt-fruits of the Spi- 
rit, do groanwithin themſelves ; they have the 
ſame aſpirings that this Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, 
they groan earneſtly within themſelves, waiting 
for the Adoption, the Redemption of their Body. 
The Adoption; that is an Alluſion unto a 
known uſage among the Romans, to whom the 
Apoſtle here writes; and therefore they were 
the more capable of underſtanding it. There 
was among them a twofold Adoption, 

1. Private ; when {ſuch a Patron did deſign 
to adopt ſuch a one for His Son, and expreſs 
his purpoſe to ſuch as were concerned, as he 
judg'd it convenient; which was but inchoate 
Adoption. 

2. Public; when the Action was ſolemn, 
in foro, and enrolled, a Regiſter kept of it. 
And this was the Adoption the Apoſtle here 
alludes to; the zuanifeſtation of the Sons of 
Cod, as ver. 19. of this Chapter. Whereto 
agrees the expreſſion of another Apoſtle, Tet 
it doth not appear what we ſhall be ; but when 
he ſhall appear, we ſball be like him, 1 John 
3. 2. When the Sons of God are to be ma- 
nitefted, they ſhall appear like Themſelves, 2 
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like their Father. This is their publick ſolems 
Adoption, when before Men, and Angels, they 
are declared Sons of God, And this is that 
we groan for, {ays the Apoſtle, having re- 
ceived the firſt-fruits of the Spirit. We groan 
for this, the Perfection of our State; and 
thereupon would accordingly enter upon the 
Inheritance, being aſſured, that all his CHil- 
dren are Heirs, Heirs of God, and Foint-heirs 
with Chriſt ( as before in the ſame Chapter, 
Ver. 17). 8 | 

But now, whereas, from theſe Paſſages, He 
that wrought us for the ſelf ſame thing, is God; 
that it is he that made us meet for this Inhe- 
ritance; that the firſt-fruits of his Spirit made 
us groan for it; we collect, that it is Divine 
Power, which gives this Aptitude and Inclina- 
tion, and limits it. What is it, that doth fo 
qualify Divine Power, but Divine Power? 

It is, indeed, too plain, that the influence 
of this power received into ſuch 2 ſubjedt, a 
mind in too great part, yet carnalizd, and 
' ſituated amidſt a ſenfible tempting World, 
meets with ſufficient allaies, and enough to 
obſtru& its tendencies towards an Oſject, yet 
out of fight. But all this obſtruction, ſuch 2 
Power can eaſily overcome. Therefore we are 
equally to admire the Viſdom of God, as his 
Power, not as fanply Ommpotent, though it 
be ſo; but as having its place and exerciſe in 


the moſt perfect Drome Nature, in which all 
D 3 Excellen- 
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Excellencies meet; and which therefore is 
not exerted ad ultimum, ſo, as to do all, that 
Almighty Power can do, but what is conveni- 
ent and fit to be done; that can moderate it 
ſelf, can move forward, and ſiſtere ſe, ſtop 
its motion at Pleaſure, ſo as to provide that De- 
ſire, and Patience, may, in our preſent State, 
conſiſt; and that whilſt God hath work for 
us to do, and a Station to fill up in this pre- 
ſent World, we may not be weary of Life; 
or, by the Expectation of Bleſſedneſs in the o- 
ther World, be made impatient of ſerving his 
Purpoſes here, as long as it is his pleaſure to 
continue us in this. So doth he all thin 
according to the Counſel of his Will ! | 
| Thus from the Principles, whence Patience 
proceeds, you may collect how abſolutely ne- 
celliey it 1 . ö 

2. Lou may collect it too, from the Ends 
which it ſerves, And 1 mention but 
theſe two, which are in the Text. That 
which 


Nearer and more immediate | our doing 

Is the Will of God]. 5 

Remoter, and ultimate [our inheriting 
the Promiſe]. 

1. This nearer end is manifeſtly ſuppoſed 
to be ſo ; and withal, that Patience is neceſ- 
ſary thereto. For when we are told, | Te 
bave need of Patience, that when ye have done 
the Will of God] it is plainly fignify'd, Pa- 

| tience 
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tience, conducts to our doing God's Will; 


and that without Patience we cannot do 


it. Not that Patience is the proper Princt- 


ple of doing it, but active vigour; yet the 


concomtancy of Patience is requiſite hereto; 


not direct iy, in reſpect to the thing to be done 


but the time through which the doing of it muſt 
be continued, and the expectation, which, as 
hath been ſaid, is complicated therewith. 
To the former, vigorous activity, a prompti- 
tude, and ſuitableneſs of Mind and Spirit to 
the Divine Will, even a love of Holineſs; 
whereof that will revealed, is the meaſure, 
muſt be reckoned the genuine, requiſite Prin- 
ciple; as Patience is to the latter. Therefore 
do we find Labour aſcribed to Love, and Pa- 
tience to Hope, 1 Theſſ. 1. 3. If we have run 
well; and it is the Will of God we ſhall 
lengthen out our Courſe by a Patient continu- 
ance in Well-doing ; and not expreſs only a 
preſent Agility, . but Patience in running the 
Race; without this we do not the Will of 


God. 


2. But we are more largely to inſiſt on the 
remoter, and more ultimate End | that we may 


inherit that Promiſe] which we ſee is repre- 
ſented, as the End of that former End : And 
Patience made neceſſary to the latter, as it is 
neceſſary to the former. And can we in good 
earneſt, think of inheriting the Promſe, which 
is all of Grace, . God will, or no? 

4 


And, 
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And, if he will the end, doth it not equally 
belong to him to will the Way and Method of 
our attaining it? Y 

To be here ſomewhat particular. Two 
things we may conclude God doth ordinarily 
will concerning the WY, wherein he con- 
duds, and leads on thoſe that peculiarly be- 
long to him, to the bleſſed end, and conſum- 
mate State he deſigns them too, the one where- 
of is alſo requiſite to the other, viz. | 
1. Their gradual growth and improvement 
in Holineſs, and all dutiful Diſpoſitions to- 
wards him, till they come nearer to maturity 
for Glory, and a meetneſs for the Heavenly 
State. 2 * 

2. Deir maintaining an intercourſe with 
Bimſelf, in order hereto. Theſe things he 
wills us to deſign thorough our whole Courſe, 
tho? he is at liberty to ſhorten, or lenghten our 
Courſe, as to him ſeems meet. 

1. Our own gradual Improvement, hereto 
ſuch Patience is neceſſary. For perpetual 
fretting muſt naturally hinder our Growth. 
Let Patience have its perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect, James 1. 4. It cannot have 
its perfect work, if it have not its Work and 
Exerciſe this way, as well as others ; that ye 
may be perfect, and entire, wanting nothing. 
If you have not Patience, that you can en- 
dure ſuch 2 delay, you will never grow, will 


te always Starvelings. Do we not * 
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the Method, wherein the Divine Wiſdom 
brings all things to their «xy», or perfect 
State ? vegetables? ſenſitive Creatures? in 
the ſeveral kinds of both? Do we not ob- 
ſerve it in our ſelves? and in our Children? 
whom (as the Comedian) weſhould moſt ab- 
ſurdly expect to be born od Men. . 
And as to our Spiritual States, after Con- 
verſion, or Regeneration, what are the Gifts 
vouchſaf d by our glorify'd Lord meant for, 
but our Growth to a perfect Man? Converſion, 
tis true, till Work of that kind be all over, 
perfefts the whole Body; but the increaſe of 
Knowledge, and Grace, perfects each parti- 
cular Member, or Part. | 
And, beſides the improvement of habitual 
Principles, there is a fulneſs of actual Duty 
and Service, to be to our utmoſt endeavoured, 
that we may ſtand compleat, and perfect in all 


the Will of God, Col. 4. 12. Every one hath 


his penſum, his allotment of Work and Time 
afligned him in this World, tho' ſome come 
not into the Vineyard till the Eleventh Hour. 
What a ſharp Reproach is that, Rev. 3. 2. J 
have not found thy Works filld up—2 How 
glorious a Character 1s that of the Man after 
God's own Heart, that after he had [by the 
Will of God] ſerved his Generation, run 
through the courſe of Service, which the 
Divine Will had meaſured out to him for his 
own Age wherein he lived, he at length ſo 

3 eaſon- 


42 of Patience, in expectation 


ſeaſonably fell afleep ; was gathered to his Fa- 
thers, as a ſhock of Corn fully ripe, This is 
the ſtate of Growth and Service; the. other, 
the ſtate of Perfection and Retribution. And 
to Improvement and Progreſs, Patience is ne- 
ceſſary, not only as being it ſelf a part of our 
Duty, the want whereof, therefore, muſt in- 
fer a maim : but as, alſo, it hath, influence up- 
on all other parts, and without which, there- 
fore, there would be an univerſal Languor 
and Debility upon the whole New Man z 
which is evident from what is to be added. 
'Tis through the Lord alone, we are to make 
mention of bis Name, Iſa. 26. 13. Without 
him we can do nothing, Fohn 15. 5. neither 
grow, nor ſerve. Therefore further 1s our 
Patience neceſſary. ET ne 6 
2. That ſo our conimunion and intercourſe 
with God here, according as in our preſent 
State we are capable, may be continued, and 
his communications to us therein, which we 
daily need, may not be obſtructed. Herein 
lies the very life of our Spirits, a continual _ 
intercourſe between God and Us. But of 
this, without ſuch Patience, we ſhall be in- 
capable. See how the Apoſtle argues, Heb. 
12. 9. The Fathers of your Fleſh chaſtiſed you, 
and you gave them Reverence ; how much more 
ſhall we not be ſubject to the Father of our Spi- 
rits, and live £ Shall we not be ſubje& to the 
Father of our Spirits 5 


We 
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We muſt remember, that he, whom the 
2 5 here calls by a more general Title, the 
ather of Spirits, doth elſewhere vouchſafe 
to be ſtiPd (Numb. 27. 16.) The: God of the 


gpirics of all Fleſh.. A moſt condeſcending 
xpreſſion! That he, who hath ſo innumer- 
able Myriads of Spirits, whoſe Dwelling is 
not with Fleſh, repleniſhing the ſpacious 
Realms, and Regions of Light and Bliſs a- 
bove, ſhould alſo not diſdain to own a rela- 
tion to this inferior ſort of Spirits, that are 
ſo meanly lodg'd, even in frail and mortal 
Fleſh ; and to expreſs a concern about them, 
that ſomewhat of tolerable Order might. be 
preſerved among.them, in their low and ab- 
ject State; and therefore allow himſelf to be 
called the God of ſuch Spirits! This is ad- 
mirable vouchſafement. And, becauſe he is 
(in this other place) generally called, the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, comprehending theſe with the 
reſt ; upon both Accounts, it belongs to him 
by prerogative, to determine, what Spirits 
{hall dwell in Fleſh, and what ſhall not; how 
long any ſuch Spirits ſhall dwell in Fleſh, and 
when they ſhall be remov'd, and taken out of 
this fleſhly State. And obſerve, what fol- 
lows, Shall we not be ſubject to the Father 
of Spirits, and live? The impatient will con- 
tend ; they that cannot bear delay will quar- 
rel, and that will be deadly to them. It we 
be not ſubje&, we cannot live. He is the uni- 


verſal 
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verſal Father of Spirits; all Spirits are his 
Off-ſpring. And ſhall not he determine con- 
cerning the Spirits he hath made, which ſpall, 
and, how long they ſball inhabit Fleſh ?' as 
well the time, as the thing it ſelf ; or who 
ſhall, and who ſhall not ? It is his pleaſure, 
that my Spirit ſhould ſo long animate, and in- 
habit ſuch a piece of Clay; if I am not ſub- 
ject to him, I ſhall not live? This is ſeverely 
-monitory-! and extends far. It admoniſhes 
me of danger, as to my final State. For what 
is Here ſald, hath reference to what is after 
ſaid of the future Viſion of God; and our 
aſſociation to the innumerable Company of 
Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men nade per- 
fectk, whereof want of the Patience preſcribed, 
ver. 1. Thorough all the whole Race ſet before 
1g, hazards our falling ſhort. But how are 
we by impatience, endangered, as to our final 
and eternal State of Life! Tis intimated; 
that without being Patient, and ſubject, we 
cannot live now. Intercourſe will be broken 
off between him and us; he will retire, and 
withhold his Influence: And if he do ſo, and 
we pine away in our Sins, how ſhall then we 
live 2 (as their miſgiving Hearts preſage, Ezek, 

36. 10). | | 
g Bur i ſpiritual Life already fail, which is 
of the ſame kind with bleſſed Eternal Life, | 
and is therein perfected, what ſhall become | 
of that Life it ſelf, which is but the Per- 
| tection 
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fection of the other? If we cannot live now, 
how ſhall we live eternally? If not 2 day, 
how for ever £ 1 SHITE: 
Iss true, we are kept by the Power of 
God; but it is, thorough Faith, unto Salvati- 
on, 1 Pet. 1. 5. And Faith is neceſſary to ſup- 
port our Patience, as hath been noted. This 
aur Saviour pray d for to Peter, that amidſt. 
all his winnowings, his Faith mght. not fail. 
And all this with this final reference, that we 
might be followers of them, wha, through Faith 
and Patience, have inherited the Promiſes, 
Heb. 6. 12. Which plainly ſhews, what is 
God's ordinary Method of bringing his own, 
at laſt, to that inheritance. . 
And this, in the Context, which we were 
laſt, conſidering, Heb. 12. is copiouſſy illu- 
ſtrated by the Method obſerved in Families; 
wherein a prudent Father conſiders how long 
it is fit a Son ſhould be under Diſcipline, where- 
of, while he is Patient, he is under 8 
Care, and enjoys the Proviſions of the Family; 
but, if he will not be ſubject, how ſhall he live 2 
This prudent: Conduct is not always ob- 
ſervd by the Fathers of our Fleſh. They uſe, 
ſometimes, harſh Severities, more for their 
own Pleaſure; and to gratitie their own Paſſi- 
on, than the Child's Profit. oh 
But with the Father of Spirits no raſh 
Paſſions can have place. He only deligns aur 
Profit, and Improvement, in the higheſt, 2 
mo 
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moſt excellent kind, i. e. to make us partakers 
of his Holineſs; to make us more and more 
God-like, and fit, at length, to be admitted 
into the Preſence of his Glory. And whereas 
the meer deferring of our expected Felicity 
is ſome Chaſtiſement, and Rebuke upon us, 
for our yet-contunuing Impurities and Diſor- 
ders ; there are alſo other Afflictions that be- 
fall us in this our expecting State, which. 
though they proceed from this Worlds haty 4 
may proceed from the love of God, and are 
meant to work out for us greater Glory, 
2 Cor. 4. 17. As now they tend to make us 
partakers, in a greater meaſure, of his Holi- 
neſs ; which, as it is his Glory, will be ours; 
and by his influence, a peaceable Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs accrues to us, and grows up in 
us, upon which we are to feed and live. 
Now what Converſation can there be betweeti 
a Father in a Family, and a Son, in Minori- 
ty, and under Diſcipline, but by wiſe and 
tender Care on the part of the former, and 
the dutiful Submiſſion of the latter? Or can 
the Son hope the ſooner to come by his Inhe- 
ritance, by wayward and contentious Beha- 
viour towards ſuch a Father - wo 

So that both from the Principles, whence 
ſuch Patience proceeds, and the Ends which 
it ſerves, we may collect the Neceſſity of it 
unto every ſerious Chriſtian. . 


And now how copious Uſe might we make 


of ſo important a Subject! But we muſt con- 
tract. . We 
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We may learn from it, 

1. The deſperate Condition of thoſe wretch- 
ed Creatures, that are of terrene Minds, whoſe 
Hearts, by habitual and prevailing Inclinati- 
on,cleave to this Earth, and this earthly State. 
They can apprehend no need of Patience, in 
expecting the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven. It is no 
grievance to them not to partake therein. They 
had rather live where they are; are better 
pleaſed with their preſent State of Life. Tell 
them of Patience in waiting for the Heavenly 
Felicity! *tis Language they underſtand not! 
Oh the wretched State of thoſe forlorn Souls, 
whole habitual Temper makes them incapable 
of the exerciſe, or need of this Patience! 

It may be faid indeed, of many a good Man, 
that he doth not covet Death (which, for it 
ſelf, no Man can). But it cannot be ſaid of 
boy! good Man, that he doth not cover wes, 1 
Neſs 


„which, in a general, indeterminate No- 


tion, every Man covets. But there is no tru- 
ly good Man, none that is Regenerate, and 
born of God, who doth not particularly co- 
vet that, vberein Bleſſedneſs truly lies, and 
doth conſiſt. For all ſuch are begotten to the 
tively” Hope —- of the undefiled Inheritance, re- 
ſerved in Heaven for them, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4. 
Nor can be ſuppoſed, when they covet Bleſſed- 
neſs, not to covet perfect Bleſſedneſs. Such may, 
indeed, not yet covet io die; becauſe yet they 
may be under ſome doubt concerning their 

pref{2:1t 
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preſent State God-ward. And ſo ſuch a one 
doth not know, whether, if he die, he ſhall 
enter upon a Bleſſed State, or no. But, in 
the mean time, it cannot be {aid of any good 
Man, that he doth not covet to be Bleſſed ; 
tho, for zhat ſingle Reaſon, becauſe he doubts 
of his Title to the Heavenly Bleſſedneſs, he 
covets not Death. Therefore that doubt doth 
not extinguiſh his deſire of Bleſſedneſs, but 
| ſuſpends only the deſire of Death, as an un- 
certain way to it; becauſe it is equally the 
entrance into a State of Miſery, to them 
who have no Title to Bleſſedneſs, as it is un- 
to a Bleſſed State, to them that have a Title. 
And concerning their preſent Title, they, are 
{till in doubt ; which way they hope, by Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, if they have more time, may 
yet be gained. Whereas, upon ſuppoſition, 
that doubt were removed, they would be glad 
to be gone. 3 

But this is their miſerable caſe, whoſe 
. Hearts cleave to this Earth, that they prefer 
it before all the Bleſſedneſs and Glory of Hea- 
ven ; and rather bleſs themſelves from it, than 
deſire to be bleſſed by it. If they can but live 
pleaſantly, and as long as he would do here, 
take Heaven, and all the Bleſſedneſs and Glory 
of it that will for them ! 

[| would fain have you apprehend the de- 
plorable Condition of ſuch Men, upon ſundry 
Accounts. 5 

1. Their 
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1. Their __ differs from that of all the 
Children of God; they are quite of another 
Complexion from the whale Family that be- 
longs to him. For all that are the .\ons of 
God, as they are born from Above: (Ad) 
John 3. 3. they are born with a diſpoſition 
Heavemrand. Therefort, Huf ſuch à Man 
could but view, and bthald-himfelf, he could 


not but cry out, affrighted and amazed, God 


be merciful-to me, what fort of Creature am 
I | I God be not merciful to me, to change 
me, his Mercy can never am me for His; I 
am quite of a different malie from all that ever 
Had leave to call him Father! They all love 
Heaven more. than Earth, and I love Earth 
more than Heaven! That a Man's own Tein- 
per ſhould diſtingutth him from all the Divine 
Off- ſpring! Methinks it ſhould be conſider- 
ed with Dread and Horror! That there 
ſhould be a fort of Men in this World, thar 
are all Lovers of God, as their beſt Good, 
and longing to be at Home with him in the 
Heavenly State, and I to be ſevered from them 
all! My Heart being ſtrange to him, and 
always tending downward ! This is a diſmal 
thing! A ſad Reflection to any one, that can, 
and will reflect; and be ſo true to himſelf, as 
to own this to be his ſenſe, . | I had rather live 
amidſt the Vanities of this World, than par- 
take in the Glories of Heaven! I had rather 
pleaſe my Fleſh and Senſe on Earth, than 
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enjoy the Felicity of Saints and Angels A- 
bove !] A fearful caſe! For now you have 
nothing to do with this Character, belonging 
to Holy Men, of'ſtanding in ſenſible needof 
l _ that you may inherit the Promiſe ! 
OT, 3 „ i 490 
2. Can you inherit. For as all, ſo only, 
God's Children are his Heirs. They are no 
Heirs, who are not his Children. Caſt out 
the Bondwoman, and her Son ; he. cannot in- 
herit with the Son of the Promiſe-. The Chil- 
dren of Feruſalem above are free; the reſt are 
Slaves. Can it be thought worthy. of God to 
have Bond-men, and Slaves to vile terrene At- 
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\d fections, for his Sons? Can they inherit the Bleſ- 
1 ſednefs of Heaven, that never lov d, defired, or 
1 choſe it? That always preferr d this Earth 
BY before it? Can any be brought to Heaven vio- 
Mi lently, whether they will, or no? ' Whoever 
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have come thither, firſt ſought it, as the bet- 
ter Country. Therefore God was not aſbamed 
to be called their God, Heb. 11. 16. Which 
implies, he would be aſhamed to be called the 
God of an Farthly-minded Generation of Men. 
And will he ever do the thing that he would 
[i be aſham d of? So ignominious a thing as to 
. take baſe Sons of the Earth into his Kingdom 
(who may all ſay in Reg no nat: ſumus, we are 
born of the Kingdom we belong to) for his 
Children and Heirs! 66549 
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Earth, be it never ſo peremptory, perpetuate, 
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3. Notwithſtanding their obſtinate Incli- 
nation and adherence to this Earth, they ſtill 
live in the continual Fear of being remov'd 
out of it, viz. if they bethink themſelves. And 
what ſort of Felicity is that that can be blaſted 
and extinguiſhd by a Thought ! That depends 
only upon, a preſent forgetfulneſs | How 
afflicting a Miſery to be united in Affection, 
with that, as my beſt Good, which I continu- 
ally fear to loſe! and to have rent away from 
Mme . | 
4. Such addictedneſs to this Earth, (i. e. 
the Deſire of a perpetual Abode here; which 
is the Complexion of all  Earthly-minded 
Men, who herein never limit themſelves :; 


But ſhould they live here never ſo many Ages, 
they would be always of the ſame Mind, I 1 
fay) their Earthly Propenſion is liable to be 
encountred continually, not with Fear only, 
but Deſpair; and is therefore moſt vain, ir- 
rational, abſurd, and tormenting to them- 


ſelves: Vain, for it contributes nothing to 
their End. Can any Man's adheſion to this 


or prolong his Abode upon it? Irrational, 


for what is there in this State it ſelf, to be 
alledg'd as a plauſible Reaſon; why one ſhould 
defire it to be Everlaſting > Abſurd, for it to 
ſet ones Heart upon a known impoſſibility. 


What can be more ludicrous, than to contend 
with Neceſſity? wank will 9 
2 or 
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for me? To cheriſh a deſire in my Soul, 
wherein I know I. muſt at length be diſap- 
pointed? And it cannot, in the iſſue, but be 
tormenting, and even in the foreſight of it ; 
Fear affiifts ; but Deſpair cannot do leſs that 
torment. How amazing is the Fore-thought 
of being pluckt —_ 
Rooted out from the 
52. 5. An immortal Spirit torn out of mor- 
tal-Fleſh, unto which? tis now, however, fo 
inwardly con-naturaliz'd, as to have no 
Thought but with abhorrence, of any other 
State or Dwelling 2 That ones Soul ſhould fit 
Trembling on the Lip, and Muttering. 1 
* fain would ſtay, but muſt go ! and leave 
* behind me whatſoever T-loy'd beſt! And 
not only quit all my former known De- 
* lights and Wonts, but paſs into unknown 
*. Darkneſs and Woes! Animula vagula blan- 
dula -& c. (as he deſpetately) O 7 
dring, ſelf-flattering Soul, whither art thou 
going into what diſmal, horrid Places, where 
thou ſhalt not jeaſt as thou was wont. | 
- Phat a Man ſhould thus recount with hint- 
ſelf ; I have had my good things my plea- 
ſant days are all over, never to return more 
And now muſt I finiſn them by ſo violent a 
Death ! Driven away (as the Hitke 1s ſaid 
to be) out of Light into Darkneſs, and chaſed 
out of the World; John 18. 5, 18. How ca- 
lammous is this caſe! - And how much the 
285 4 more 
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more, that it ſcarce leaves room for a rutional, 
or even for a Religious Pity. For we read in 
the mentioned Fſal ac when we are told, 
var. 5. Of God's: plucking: and rooting ſuch out 
of their Dwelling- lade, &c. That the Righte- 
ous ſball ſee. end. fear, and laugh at them. 
At once they reverence God and deride them, 
ver. 6. And are juſtify d herein, by what 
follows, ver. 7. Lo, this ts the Man that made 
not God his Strength, but truſted in the abun- 
dance of bis Riches, and ſtrengthned himſelf 
in hit Wickedneſs, viz. That he acted ſo fool- 
iſh a part, in ſo plain a caſe; imagining, that 
Wealth and Vickedneſs, in conjunction, could 
ſignif/ more than all the Mercy and Fuſtice of 
a Deity ! And did therefore that ridiculous 
thing, ſo defervedly to he laught at by all that 
are Wiſe and Juſt, as to attempt by ſo much 
Earth to fill up the room of Gd! That a 
reaſonable; and immortal Mind ſhoald place its 
ſupreme defire upon a terrene good, from which 
it ſhortly. muſt be pluck d away, againſt the 
ſtrongeſt ReJutance ! Veneration of the Di- 
vine Nemeſis overcomes Compaſlion in this 
caſe. Pity towards them is not extinguiſh'd, 
but its exerciſe ſuſpended only, by Religion to- 
wards God. DFI 


J. This temper of Mind (which ought to 
fignify wich profeſſed Chriſtians) hath in it 
a down-right re pugnancy unto whole Chriſtamty. 
For conſider, and 1 things. Here is 

E 3 an 
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an Heart cleaving to this Earth; but did 
Chriſt eſtabliſh his Religion to plant Men in 
the Earth? Was it not to prepare them for 
Heaven, and then tranſlate them thither? 
He died, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, to bring ur to 
God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. And he hath redeemed us 
to God by his Blood, Rev. 5 


55 And to de- 
liver us from this 2 World, Gal. 1. 4. 
His Kingdom, in the whole Conſtitution and 


Frame of it, is avowedly not of this World; 
but terminates upon Eternity, and an Ever- 
laſting State. And, therefore, they that mnd 
earthly things, are ſaid to be Enemies to the 
Cup of Chrift, Phil. 3. 18, 19. Their whole 
buſineſs is nothing elſe but fighting againſt, 
tilting at the Croſs! i. e. counter-aQing the 
deſign for which Chrift was crucify d. And 
can it enter into the imagination of any Man, 
that hath not forfeited the Repute of an in- 
telligent Creature, or quite loſt his Under- 
ſtanding; or (if he retain any thing of Rea- 
ſon) that hath not abandon'd his Religion, to 
think, that the Son of God ſhould come down 
from Heaven, and die on Earth, to counter- 
act himſelf, or only to procure, that ſuch as 
we, might be rich Men, be in Friendſhip with 
this World, and Enmity with God > Here 
live, eat, drink, trade, gather Wealth; and 
forget who Made us, and Redeem'd us with 
his Blood > Was this the end for which the 
World was to be Chriſtianiz d? and Chr 
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nity ſet up among Men? And for the found- 
ing woke thr the Head. and Author of this 
Profeſſion died upon a Croſs? What an in- 
folent abſurdity is it in ſuch as call themſelves 
Chriſtians, to live in ſo open, continual, -and 
direct o ppolition to the very end for which 


Chrift died! 


6. And inthe mentioned caſe, their very 


Frame carries with it a direct O poſiti tion, and 


* to their own Profeſſion, i. e. ſup- 
N ch g they live under the pel, and pro- 
s the Chriſtian . They fight not 
only againſt Chriſt, even d ing, but — * 
ſelves. And this is that which the Apo 
conſiders with ſo deep ſenſe, and 1 
in that mentioned, Phil 3. There are ſome, of 
whom I have told you often, and now tell you 
weeping, they are Enemies to the Croſs tf 
Chrift — they mind Earthly things. But, tf 
oppoſition to Men of this Character, he adds, 
Our Converſation is in Heaven. All runs.into 
this at laſt, they that are Chriſtians indeed, 
have their Converſation in Heaven. 1 now 
tell you of theſe carthly minded ones, even 
weeping, that they — a — 
What * doth it challenge! to ſee 
Men baptiz d into Chriſt's 1 to behold 
immortal Spirits united with Bodies waſh d 
with pure Water, therein renouncing this 
World, and all its Pollutiogs, yet ſunk into 
Carnality ! buried in Fleſh! where they 


E 4 ſhould 
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ſhould but dwell, living under the Goſpel, 
where Life, and Immortality are brought to 
hight, regardleſs of Immortal Life; afraid to 
die, yet void of any Inclination to the way of 
Living for ever! And that while they pretend 
to it, and do really love the Death, which their 
Profeſſion obliges them to ſhun, - and dread! 
Prov. 8. 36. So are they made up of Con- 
traditions, and Inconſiſtencies with them- 
ſelves! In the forementioned Context, (Phil. 
3.) the way, and courſe of walking, which 
the Bleſſed Apoſto'obſerv'd; and lamented 
with Tears, was ſuch, as none of them that 
took it could be ſu pos d to avow. They 
were not profeſſed Enemies to Chriſt and 
Chriſtianity, of whom he complains. It could 
be no ſurprize to him, or ſtrange thing, to 
ſee Men practice, according to their known 
Principles. But that Enmity to Chriſt, and 
his great Deſign, ſhould appear in the Lives 
of Chriſtians, pierced his very Soul; and the 
more for what there follows. 

7. That they end will be Deftrn 


Aron, For 
they were to be treated, and dealt with at 
laſt; not according to what they did fal/ly 
pretend, but what they truly were; beſides, 
that their deſtruction naturally follows their 
earthly Inclination. They have that Death- 
mark upon them, which is alſo the true cauſe 


why they cannot live. All their Deſigns, and 
Inclinations terminate upon Earth, that hath 
nothing 
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nothing in it that Souls can live by; and 
they are Enemies to the Croſs of Ehrift, i. e. 
to the deſign of His Death thereon, in com- 
pliance ' wherewith ſtands their very Life, 
t, if they are crucify d with him, they live, 
Gal. 2. 20. The love of this World mult be 
deadly to them, excluding Divine Love, which 
is their Life. In the ſame degrees, wherein 
this World, and all worldly Lufts are cru- 


te Life is renewed and improved. Who 
dan think lefs, is meant by ſaying ſo expreſly, 
to be carnalhj minded is death — to be ſpiritu- 
ally ninded is Life, and Peace, Rom. 8. 6. 
hen Death is conſummate, and finiſh'd, |. 
their Luſts growri mature, and wanting exter- 


we by the Croſs of Chriſt, Gal. 6. 14. their 
t 


nal Objects, turn inward with moſt intenſe 


Fury, as never-dying Worms, on the miſer- 
able Creature it ſelf. Here is the fulneſs of 
8. Meir deſtruction muſt be ſo much the more 
grievous, for having lived under the Goſpel, 
where the ſtate, and the way of Life are ſo 
plainly revealed. There God's deſign is laid 
open, only to continue them under ſuch a 
Diſpenſat ion here, as the means of Diſcovery, 
and Operation, to reveal Heaven to them, and 
Prepare and fit them for the Heavenly State, 
that they may ſeaſonably be remov'd thither. 
Bur this would never enter into their Hearts, 
while the Amuſements of their preſent * y 
3 tate 
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State have more powerfully - diverted them, 
diſpos'd them to dream, and trifle away the 
precious Hours of their Goſpel-day, rather 
than improve them to their proper End. To 
have their Spirits remain unimpreſt oy the 
Goſpel ; they have got nothing by it, of what 
it intended, and aimed at. To have liv'd fo 
many Years, Twenty, Thirty, Forty Years, 
or more, under the Goſpel, and have got no- 
thing of a correſpondent frame to ſo glorious a 
Miniſtration! A Goſpel, which calls Men 
to God's Eternal Kingdom and Glory, to be 
ſo defeated of its great deſign! How is this 
to be accounted for > That is the final term 
of this call, viz. The eternal Kingdom, and 
Glory of God, 1 Theſſ. 2. 12. 1 Pet. 5. 10. 
He calls to Repentance, Faith, and Holineſs, 
and to the fellowſhip of his Son Feſus Chriſt : 
But the ultimate term of this calling is, his 
Eternal Kingdom, and Glory, and by Feſus 
Chriſt, as it is there 4 and from the 
Al, or fulneſs of Grace; the God of all Grace. 
But now, to have an Ear invincibly deaf to 
this call, that Stones might, as well have been 
called to Heaven, clogs of Earth to turn 
themſelves into Stars, and fix themſelves in 
the higheſt Orbs. What a deplorable caſe is 
this! What ſerious Heart would it not melt, 
and diſſolve into Tears, that from under ſuch 


| | | C Goſpel, Souls ſhould be dropping down into 


Perdition continually, and we have no way 
to help it! And 
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And if this be a compaſſionable caſe to them 
that behold it, their Miſery is great that ſhall 
Great, if we conſider, how great the Sal- 
vation was, which they neglected. Great, 
if it be conſidered; how provoking the Affront 
was to its great prime Revealer, as well as 
Author, which began to be ſpoken by the Lord ; 
and the Divine Atteſtation afforded to the 
Alter- publiſhers, being confirmed by them that 
Heard him; God alſo bearing them witneſs, — 
| Heb. 2.3, 4. Whereupon it is demanded, 
how can the Neglecters eſcape? Great, if 
we conſider their odious, and ignominious 
Compariſon, and Preference of the Vanities 
of this Earth, to the Divine and Heavenly 
Glory ! And add, That they periſn in fight of 
this glorious State; not far from the Kingdom 
of God! having it in view A 
2. Let us ſee, on the contrary hand, the 
| Bleſſedneſs of them, whoſe Hearts are ſupremely 
| ſet upon the heavenly Felicity; and who, there- 
4 fore only need Patience, that they may wait 
| till God ſees fit to tranſlate them to it. There 
| are many things to be conſidered here, 
| 1. Their Spirits are attemper'd to the Hea- | 
venly State; hereupon they may daily reflect, 
and view the Kingdom of God begun within - 
them, and live in a very pleaſant, comfort- 
able expectation, that the Firſt- Fruits will be 
followed by a bleſſed Harveſt ; that the = 
= 
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dom within them, conſiſting, in 'Righteouſne/s> 
Peace, and Joy in the Holy Gbaſt, Rom. XA. 177 
pe fol their being at _ 1 
moſt perfectly glorious Aingdom ; that he, mh 
is . 42 for that ſelf-ſame thing (the 
State, wherein Mortality flallbe ſwallowed up 
of Life) hath given them the earneſt of the: 
pirit, and therehy aſſur d to them the In- 
heritance it ſelf, 2 Cor. 5. 4, 35355. 
2. They feel; therefore, within themſelves; 
that their Patience is not indifference. z. much 
leſs, that it imports averſion. to the State they: 
profeſs to be waiting for; that they love not 
this preſent World, and are loath to leave it. 
Herein communing with themſelves, they 
can appeal to the kind Eye of their gractous 
Lord; and ſay, Thou knoweſt all things, thou 
knoweſt that I Bo thee z, and that with ſo ſt: 
perlative a Love, that there is nothing in all 
this World, which they would not willingly 
leave, to be with him, as that which for.them- 
ſelves, and conſidering therr own Intereſt only, 
they count to be beſt of all. 1 0 101 
Whereupon alto, therefore. 
3. Their Hearts will bear them this Tefti- 
mony, that their gxpe@Fation with Patience is 
underſtood, and deſign d by them, as their 
Duty. They exerciſe it in compliance with 
the Divine Pleaſure. They dare not preſcribe 
to him about the time, when he will take 
them up. He enables them patiently to wait, 
29 
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as having formed their Hearts to a governable 
Temper, and to be ſubje&# to the Father o 
Spirits, Andapprehending, that as he is alſo 

liarly ſtiled, The God of the Spirits of all 
eſþ,” it muſt belong to him to determine, 
both what Spirits ſhall ſojourn in Fleſh, and 
whar' ſhall not; as alſo to limit the time of 
their Abode there ; how long they ſhall con- 
tinue in that mean Dwelling, and when they 
ſhall leave it. Conſcience of Duty, in this very 
Caſe, is in itſelf a pleaſant Reflection, and 
Senſation ! | TY 
Whence it appearing, that it 1s matter. of 
Duty; this is further to be conſidered by 
9 by hes 
4. That their very expectation it ſelf will be 
rewarded ; that ſince they were willing to 
wait, though they had real, vivid, defires to 
be chiſſolu d, and to be with Chriſt ; and that 
their willingneſs to wait was not idle, but 
conjunct with a willingneſs alſo to ſerve him 
in this World, 'they ſhall have ſo much the 
more ample Reward in Heaven; their very 
Heaven it ſelf will be ſo much the more grate- 
ful; and they ſhall have ſo much the more 
abundant entrance into the everlaſting Kingdom 
r 1 
They may, therefore, encourage them- 
ſelves from that conſolatory Exhortation of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 15. ult. Therefore, my be- 


loved Brethren, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
abounding 
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abounding in the Work of the World; foras- 
much as you know your bour ſball not be in 
vain in the Lord. And if no part of that 
Work ſhall be in vain; nothing of it, accord- 
ing to that Connexion which the Grace of God 
hath ſettled between Work and Reward, ſhall 
be without its Recompence; nor conſequently 
any part of that time, in this our State of Ex- 
pectation, which we had for the doing of 
ſuch Work, ſhall paſs without its relative 
conſideration thereto ; if only we had oppor- 
tunity to give one Cup of cold Water to a' Di: 
ſeiple, in the Name 0 a Diſciple. oy 


Therefore, to ſhut up all: Let us now 


apply, and bend our ſelves to this one thing; 


to get into ſuch a Temper of Soul, as that we 


may find, and feel we need Patience to wait 


for the bieſſedneſs of Heaven. If we do not 
ſenſibl need Patience, we are dead, there is 
no Life in us. If we live that Life that tends 
towards God, and will end in Eternal Life, 
that Life will have ſenſe belonging to it, and 
that ſenſe will make us feel our need of Pa- 
tience; we ſhall wait, not like ſtupid Stocks, 
but like obedient Children. And gn we 


ſee this to be the er of a Chriſtian 


ſhould it be to us, not to 
— be God, it i our 


Spirit, how uneaſ 
be able to: ſay, 
Temper! * 


Which, 
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Which, if we do find, our own Senſe not 

letting us doubt, that, upon the mentioned 
Account, we need Patience. 
Our next care muſt be, that we have it; 
whieh will not exclude our feeling the need 
of it. For when we find, that through the 
ercy of God, in ſome competent meaſure, 
we have it, our Senſe of the need of it, will 
not ceaſe, i. e. we ſhall never account that 
we have it as an unneceſſary, or needleſs thing. 
We ſhall, indeed, truly judge, with juſt Gra- 
titude, that we do not altogether want it ; 
but ſhall apprehend we need it ſtill, as that 
we cannot be without. Yea, and the more 
we have of it, and are under its dominion, 
and poſſeſſive Power, the more we ſhall ap- 
prehend its Value and Excellency ; and how 
needful it is to us. - 


But that when we feel our need, we may 


not be deſtitute of it, ought to be our great, 


and very principal care. 

Nor are we to content our ſelves with the 
meer ſelf-indulgent Opinion, that we have it 
laid up (as in a Napkin) in the dull and lazy 
Habit; but muſt take care, that we have it 
in a& and exerciſe ; which is the expreſs im- 
port of that Apoſtolical Exhortation, James 1. 
4. Let Patience have its perfect Work, q. d. 
take care, not meerly, that you have the 
Principle; as where one good and holy Prin- 
ciple belonging to the New- Creature is, there 


all 


—— 
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all are; but that we have it in its preſenthiſe 
and operation, or in an actual promptitude, 
and readineſs for Uſe and Exerciſe, as the oc- | 
caſions that call for it ſhall occur; that then 
we be not, as Men of Might, that. (tho? not 
ſuppoſed to want) cannot find their Hands, 
i. e. have them not ready for preſent uſe. | 
Moreover, we are here alſo to conſider, 
that tho Patience is needful, as that Text im- 
ports, upon the account of meer Abſence, and 
expectation of the good, 1. e. principally the 
final bleſſedneſs contained in the Promiſe 
and that this alone is a true ground, upon 
which Patience is neceſſary, if we look upon 
the caſe abſtractiy, and in theſ, or in the theo- 
rio, and Contemplation + Let when we come 
to the exerciſe of Patiene, we actually find ng 
fuch caſe, wherein the expectation of this pro- 
miſed good is alone; but variouſly complicated 
with many other occaſions, in this our preſent 
State, while we dwell in ſuch a World, and 
in ſuch Bodies, that muſt much increaſe our 
need of - Patience. For, taking the whole | 
matter, as may be ſaid, in concreto, and ass 
comprehending all our preſent Circumſtances, 
we may be put to expect the promiſed good, 
under much ſuffering for the fake. of Chri | 
and a good Conſcience, as is fignify d in his 
context, Ver. 32, 33, 34. Enduring a great 
fight: of Aflictions ---- made \gazing-ſtocks, by 
Reproaches on our ſelves, and as the Compant- 


ONS 


* 4 
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| 4 our Goods, even our all, as to this 


of ' Future Bleſſedneſs. 65 
ons of others ſo uſed — ſuffering the ſpoiling 
is World; 
o as nothing ſhall remain to us, but the 
(expected) better, the enduring heavenly Sub- 

ance. | 

And we may thus be obliged to expect, a- 
midſt great bodily Pains and Languiſhings, 
the concuſſions and ſhakings of our Earthly 
Tabernacles, while, as yet, they come not 
down; the outward Man daily periſhing, but 
we know not how long it will be, ere it actu- 
ally periſh ; beſides, the more grievous Di- 
ſtempers of the inward Man, that not being 


fo ſenſibly renew'd, as with many it is not, 
day by day, 2 Cor. 4. 14. And thus, if we 


had not others burdens, we are burden enough 
to our ſelves. | 
Whereupon, the greater our need of Pa- 
tience 1s, the more earneſtly we ſhould endea- 
vour for it. And we are to uſe very earneſt 
endeavour in order hereto, both with God, 
and with our ſelves. 
With God, by inceſſant Prayer, as the God 
of all Grace; that, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in 
another inſtance, we may abound in this Grace 


alſo. , 


Another Apoſtle ; St. James, chap. I. 4, 5. 
ſpeaks of this Chriſtian excellency, under the 
name of !V/;/dom. Tis plain he fo intends , for 
having ver. 4. given the Exhortation, Let Pa- 
tience have its perfect _— ſubjoins, ver. 77 
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If any Man lack Wiſdom, — i. e. As is evi- 
ent, this Wiſdom, patiently to acquieſce in 
the Divine Pleaſure ; under whatſoever Exer- 
ciſes, or of what continuance ſoever ; than 
which no part of Wiſdom can be more necef- | 
ſary, or any thing more apparently wiſe. | 
* we ſee what his further Direction is 
upon that ſuppoſition, If any Man lack this 
__ let him ask it of God, &c. Agreeably | 
whereto he is pleaſed to be ſtyl'd the God of 
Patience, Rom. 15. 5. To let us know, whi- 


ther in this apprehended and felt Neceſlity, 
our great reſort muſt be. 


And how kind and compaſſionate 1s the en- 
couragement given in the following words of 
that former Text, James 1. 5. That he giveth 
to all Men liberally, and upbraideth not. Is not 
apt to reproach frail Creatures with the Folly 
of their impatient frettings; but freely, up- 
on their Requeft, to give them that compo- 
ſure of Mind, which may ſhew them to be 
truly wiſe ; and wherein their Wiſdom doth \ 
eminently conſiſt. | 
Moreover, we find, that elſewhere, Expe- 
rience is appeal d to, for further Encourage- 
ment, and as a demonſtration of God's faith - 
fulneſs, in this cafe, 1 Cor. 10. 13. No Iemp- 
tation hath befaln you, but what is common to 
Man, or incident to our preſent State, and for 
the bearing whereof you had Divine Sup- 
port. And God is faithful, who will not ſuf- 


; 
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wherein avouchſaft Ability, to bear ſhall con- 
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fer you to be Tempted, or try'd, above what 
you are able, or . the Ability which he 
will graciouſly afford you; but will, with the 
trial, make a * to eſcape, that you be able 


to bear it, i. e. ſuch a way of eſcape, as will 
not avoid bearing, but conſiſt with it; and 


/ift ; ſo as that you come off unharm'd, and 
without real Hurt or Prejudice. And fince 
Patience is this abil ity to bear, how reaſonable 
is it, with a filial Faith and Confidence to ſup- 

plicate for it | 
Let, as we are thus by fervent Prayer, to 
ſtrive and wreſtle with God ; it will argue we 
are groſly neglectful, or very ignorant of God's 
uſual Methods of communicating his graci- 
ous Afliſtances, if alſo we do not, by proper 
and ſuitable Means ſtrive, and take pains with 
= ſelves, that we may obtain what we pray 
r. 5 
And nothing can be more ſuitable to 
reaſonable Creatures, that are not to be 
wrought upon, as Stocks, or Stones; but as 
Men, and Chriſtians, capable of conſideration 
and thought ; and of ſuch Thoughts and Con- 
ſiderations, as God's own Word, which we 
profeſs to believe, hath given ground for ; of 
which conſiderations there are many, where- 
with we ſhould urge our own Souls, to the 
exerciſe of ſuch Patience as the preſent caſe 
calls for it; i. e. * as yet we are to con- 
2 
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t inue Expectants, waiting his time, for our re- 
ceiving the Promiſe. | 
In this way, we ſhould, therefore com- 
mune, and diſcourſe this matter with our 
ſelves. Am not 1 God's Creature, the Work 
of his Hands? Hath he not given me Breath 
and Being? Was it not for his Pleaſure, or 
by his Will, that I, with the reſt of his Crea- 
tures, am, and was created? Did it not de- 
pend upon his Will, whether I ſhould be, or 
not be? Have any place in his Creation? Be 
any thing, or nothing for ever ? | 
Did not his own free choice determine, in 
what Rank, or Order of Creatures I ſhould 
be placed > Whether among Frogs, Toads, 
A or Men? Could I chuſe my Place 
and Station in the Creation of God 2 How 
favourable a vouchſafement was it, that he 
made me a Creature capable of Thought, of 
Deſign, of Felicity, of Immortality, and Eter- 
14 Life / Of receiving ſuch a Promiſe, as I 
am now expecting to be accompliſhed, and 
fulfilFd unto me! What could be conſidered 
here, but the good pleaſure of God's goodneſs 2 
How impoſlible was it, that ſo arbitrary, and 
Royal Bounty ſhould be preſcribed unto ? And 
ſhall I not now wait with Patience, for the 

final reſult, and iſſue of it? 

But how overpow ring a conſideration ſhould 
it be with me, to think, I am not only bis 
Creature, but one that had offended him, 2 
ow 
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how unexpreſſibly, what I expect, is above 
the condition of a revolted Creature! One 
fall'n from God! in rebellion againſt him! 
and by nature a Child of Wrath ! One engaged 
in the common Conſpiracy of the Apoſtate 
Sons of Adam, againſt their Soveraign right- 
ful Lord! that were agreed, in one ſenſe, to 
ſay to God, depart from us, we deſire not the 
knowledge of thy ways; and were all beſt 
pleas'd, to be as without God in the World ! 
Whence is it to me! one of that vile, degene- 
rate, rebellious Crew! That a Promiſe ſhould 
be before me, and in view, pointed at ne, (as 
it is to all that diſ-believe, and deſpiſe it not) 
of entring into the bleſſed reſt of God himſelf ! 
Heb. 4. 1. Or, according to the nearer, and 
more immediate reference of the words we 
have in hand, Chap. 10. Ver. 34. of having 
in Heaven the better, and enduring Subſtance / 
And ſhall I not patiently wait for it! Why am 
I fo over-haſty, to ſnatch at what, I am but 
dutifully to receive and with higheſt admi- 
ration of the rich Grace of the glorious Giver. 
Is the Gift it ſelf, wholly in his Power, 
and not the Time? Did it not entirely de- 
pend upon his Pleaſure, to give, or not to 
give? And doth it not, as much belong to 
him to determine when his Gift ſhall take 
place? Is the ſubſtance in his choice, and not 
the circumſtance? The thing it ſelf was in- 
finitely above en, 3 and ſhall it 17 
ö 
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be grievous to expe the appointed time ? 
There was a Time, and State of things, whe n 
Wir ine, an Offender, an obſtinate, impent- 
tent Rebel, no other eæpectation could remain, 
but of Wrath, and fiery Indignation. Is it of 
meer gracious vouchſafement, that I, comfor- 
tavly expect at all? and ſhall I count it an 
3 that I am not preſently told how 
And how relieving a thing ſhould it be 
againſt the wearineſs of ſuch an ation, 
that ſo great 2 Good is ſure at laſt, viz. as 
that contam'd in the Promje ! For is not he 
. who hath promiſed? And hath he 
not ſo graciouſly condeſcended, as to add to 
Iis Promſe his Oath, that by two immutable 


things, by which it is 1mpoſſible for God to he, 
the Heirs of Promiſe might have ſtrong Conſo- 
lation Heb. 6. 17, 18. | 
And when this Aſſurance is given to the 
Heirs of Promiſe, Verl. 17. 1. e. to the Re- 
enerate; for if Children then Heirs, Rom. 
8. 17. Nothing can be ſurer than this, in 
the general, that all that are Regenerate, or 
ſincere Chriſtians, ſhall inherit at one time, or 
other. Nothing is left doubtful, but the 
time when, i. e. the time when they ſhall die. 
For they that die in Chriſt, are paſt danger. 
And the Method is preſcribed us, of making 
our Calling and Election ſure; 
When, therefore, his is done, how great 
: IS 
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is the Conſolation, that one time, or other, 
Jan ſure to die? What can be ſurer? It is 


not in the power of all the World, not of 


8 
} 
fy 


the greateſt Enemy I can have in it, to keep 
me always there, or hinder my going out of 
it, at my appointed Time. Such, therefore, 
our Saviour, under the name of his Friends, 
Luke 12. forbids to fear them that kill the 
Body, and, after that, have no more that they 
can do. Which is a Triumph over the impo- 
wy of the utmoſt humane Malice againſt 
good Men; the greateſt Hurt they have it in 
their Power to do them, is to put it out of 
their own Power ever to hurt them more ! 
and to put them into the poſſeſſion of the moſt 
Bleſſed State 
This conſideration, therefore, ſhould, at 
once, both make us patient of Death, when 
expected, as an apprehended Evil; and of the 
Expectation of the conſequent Good, to which 
it is an appointed, unalterable introduction. 
Of Death, as that which muſt intervene, 
and in reference whereto it ſelf, we have need 
of Patience, that we may inherit the Promiſe. 
For that which is ſown is not quickned, except 
it die. It is neceſſary we be reconciled to this 
wiſe, and equal Law of our Sovereign Lord, 
by which, it is appointed for all Men once to 
ie. — That we be ſatisficd and well pleaſed, 
that this World be not continned always, for 
the Production and Suſtenance of Men born in 
| F 4 Sin. 
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Sin. That Rebels againſt Heaven are not to 
be everlaſtingly propagated here on Earth. 
That God ſhall not thus perpetuate his own 
diſhonours, and prevent the Judgment; that 
zs, to ſhut up this ſcene, and ſet all things 
right between him and his revolted Creatures, 
after apt and ſuitable Means uſed for their 
Reduction and Recovery. With how dutiful 
Submiſſion and Complacency ſhould we yield, 
for our parts, to this Conſtitution! ſo as for 
our ſelves, not to wiſh for an exemption. For 
how can we harbour & defire in our Hearts, 
which we cannot form into a Prayer? And 
how would ſuch a Prayer ſound, © Lord, 
* when all this World is to die round about 
me, let me be an excepted inſtance? Let 
* me live here always? How preſumptuous 
a Requeſt were it? And how fooliſh? For is 
not the courſe of God's procedure herein, 
from Age to Age, a conſtant avowing of the 
Righteouſneſs, and of the immutability of his 
Counſel, in reference to it? Tis a wretched 
thing to be engaged in a War with neceſſity 
made by Righteouſneſs it ſelf, and the moſt 
invincible Reaſon > A Pagan, repreſented in 
the height of Madneſs, i was not ſo mad as 
. not to ſee this, that hers a 

| L A kar 7 t, wretched Creature, that is un- 
mundo ſecum willing to die, when the World 
27 mort. 75 every where dying with him! 
1 Our Patience , * 
ouls, 
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Souls, will not endure there ſhould be ſuch 
a pugna, a reluctant Diſpoſition, not overcome 
againſt this inviolable Statute and Determi- 
nation; which Diſpoſutton muſt be equally diſ- 
loyal to our Maker, and uncomfortable to our 
Selves. | 

And this conſideration ſhould make us pa- 
tient in expecting the conſequent Good, whereto 
Death is the Introduction; that the expected 
good is ſo aſcertainꝰd to the Friends of Chriſt, 
that Death intervening cannot be hurtful, or 
be any bar to our attainment of the good pro- 
miſed ; nor is rationally formidable; ſince we 
cannot ſuppoſe our Cad would forbid our 
fearing what we have reaſon to fear. But 
unto his Friends he forbid the fearing of them 
that can kill the Body only, and, after that, 
have no more that they can do: But requires 
them to fear him, that can caft Soul, and Body 
into Hell. It is plainly implied, that killing 
the Body, is no hurt or damage to the Soul 
it cannot ſeparate from the love of God, which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Rom. 8. 38, 39. 
No, nor the Prancipalities, and Powers, which, 
in that juncture, in the very article, or in- 
ſtant of dying, will be ſure to do their utter- 
moſt to work that Separation. 

And conſidering this bodily Death, as an 
introduction to Bleſſedneſs, it not only can in- 
fer no dammage; but it muſt be our great Ad- 
vantage. Which is imply d in the mentioned 

context, 


' 


; 
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centext, Luke 12. 8. Whoſcever ſhall confeſs 
me before Men, him will the Son of Man con- 
feſs before the Angels of God. For though it 
1s not the lot of every Chriſtian to be an 
aFual Martyr; yet every true Chriſtian is an 
habitual one. Whoſoever, therefore, dies 
with a fixed diſpoſition of Spirit, never, up- 
on any Terms to deny Chriſt, he aſſures ſuch 
he will ſolemnly own them, even before all 


the Angels; which muſt include their being 


admitted into a moſt Bleſſed State. 

When alſo ſuch are expreſly told, that al 
things are theirs, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22. and [ Death] 
is reckon d into the account of the | all things] 
this cannot but ſignify, that Death is to be, 
not only no detriment to them, but their Ad- 
vantage and Gain; which 1s alſo plainly ſpoke 
out, Phil. 1. 21. For to me to live is Chriſt, and 
to die is Gair. And that moſt gainful good be- 
ing · ſo fully aſſur d to them, they have all 
the reaſon in the World to expect it with Pa- 
tience. 

Moreover, how conſolatory muſt it be to 
them, that have any taſte of Spiritual and 
Heavenly things, that ſo pleaſant a way is 
preſcrib'd them of living, through the whole 
time of their expecting State, 1. e. as long 
as they live in the Fleſþ, viz. to live by Faith 
in the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20. How unſpeak- 
able is the Joy and Pleaſure of that way of 
Living! That all the days of our abode in the 


Fleſb 
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Fleſh, we have ſo great a one as the glotious 
ever-bleſſed Son of God to depend upon by 
continual, and often repeated vital Acts, re- 
ſigning our ſelves to his Conduct and Govern- 
ment, and deriving from that fulneſs, which 
it pleaſed the Father ſbould dwell in hin, all 
needful Supplies of Grace, Spirit, Life, and 
Righteouſneſs ;,.. and that we are taught to 
conſider him, not as a Stranger, or one un- 
related to us, or unconcerned for us; but 
who hath loved us, and (which is the higheſt 
evidence hereof) given himſelf for us, that 
great, rich, and glorious Self ! In whom, 
therefore, our Faith may not only repoſe, 
and acquieſce, but Triumph and Glory ! And 
that we may do thus, not by rare, unfrequent, 
and long intermitted intervals; but as long as 
we breath in mortal Fleſh, even to the laff 
breath Should ſuch a way of Living be te- 
dious, and irkſome to us? Though we ex- 
pe& long? we are not to expect, as forlorn 
Creatures, without Chrift, and without Hope, 
and without God in the World ! 
Therefore, in how high Tranſports of Spi- 
rit ſhould we exult, and bleſs God, who hath 
ſo ſtated our caſe ; endeavouring to our utter- 
moſt, and earneſtly aſpiring to that excellent 
Temper of Spirit, Col. 1. 11, 12. to be 
ftrengthned with all Might, according to his 
glorious Power, unto all Patience, and Long- 
ſuffermg, with joyfulneſs, giving thanks, 751 
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And how overpowring a Conſideration 
ſhould this be with us? What? am I to aim 
at that high pitch of 40 Patience, and Long- 
ſuffering with en ; and, inſtead of re- 
pening, to give thanks; and have I not at- 
tained ſo far, as to meet Patience! My not 
being able to endure the exjoined Expectation, 
ſhould make me not endure my ſelf! 
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AN 
APPENDIX 
Dr. Henry Sampſon, 


A LATE 


Noted Phyſician 


IN THE 


CITY of LONDON. 


LTHO' the foregoing Diſcourſe 1s 
A grounded upon the ſame 1ext of Scrip- 
ture, that was inſiſted on, ſoon after 

the Notice was brought me of this worthy 
Perſon's Deceaſe, and upon the occaſion there- 


of ; 


78 An Appendix. 


of; yet this Diſcourſe it ſelf, cannot admit 
to be called a Funeral Sermon. The frequent, 
and inward Converſation I had with him, d- 
vers Years, gave me ground to apprehend, 
that the Temper and Complexion of his 
Mind and Spirit, did very much agree with 
the ſenſe and import of this Text; which, 
when J heard of his Death, firſt led my 
Thoughts to it; and was my inducement _to 

ſay ſomething of it in Publick, with ſome par- 

ticular reference to him, in whom I had ſeen 
an exemplification of it in an eminent de- 
gree. But of what was then ſaid, I could 
now give no diſtin Account. For having 
then no thought of its further Publica- 
tion, and my own long- Languiſhings, pre- 
ſently enſuing; what was ſpoken upon 
that occaſion, was with me loſt. Nor was 
it afterwards decent to offer at publiſhing a 
Sermon, for the Funeral of one, though very 
dear to me, that was deceaſed ſo long be- 


fore. 


Yet God affording me, at length, ſome 
reſpiration from the extremity of thoſe pain- 
ful Diſtempers that had long afflicted ame ; 
apprehending, that a Diſcourſe upon this Sub- 
jet might be of ſome Uſe to divers others, 
beſides the preſent Hearers, I did, by Inter- 
vals, ſet my ſelf to re-conlider it. has 
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And only now take this occaſion to annex 


ſome Memorial of this excellent Perſon, that 
firſt drew my thoughts to it. 


| He was long a Member, and liv'd in Com- 
munion with many of us, in the ſame Church, 
viz. by the ſpace of Thirty Years, under the 
Paſtoral inſpection of Reverend Dr. Jacomb, 
and of him, who, with great inequality, ſuc- 
ceeded him. This he ſignify'd himſelf, in a 
Paper written by his own Hand, and deliver- 
ed to me when we were entring upon the 
Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper; the 
laſt time that God ordered him that oppor- 
tunity with us. a 


The Paper was thus: 


SIR, 


« FT is my Requeſt to you, that you will 
„ pleaſe to acquaint the Congregation, 
„ with the great ſenſe I have of the Mercy 
«© of God, that hath afforded me Communi- 
% on with them, and their Miniſtry, for 
Thirty Years together. 


0 But now, being, by the Providence of | 
« God, deprived of my Health in the City, 
l am to ſeek Relief thereof in the n 
175 Ir, 
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% Air, and ſhall thereby be, in a great mea- 
e ſure deprived of thoſe Bleſſings ; yet I ear- 
e neſtly deſire their Prayers for me, and my 
Family, that, in ſome ſort of ſuch inter- 
* courſe, our Communion may continue ſtill, 
* if not in Body, yet in Spirit, 


8 Your Servant 


Henry Sampſon. 


He now found himſelf conſtrained by his 
declining Age, and growing Diſtempers, to 
retire from Us (but not without very great 
reluctancy) into a Village, at no great di- 
ſtance from the City ; but which, for change 
of Air, was neceſſary, and, as he found, re- 
lieving to him. 


From thence, his earneſt deſire to viſit his 
Relations, and native Countrey, ingaged him 
in a long Journey, as far as Nottingham. ſbire. 
And that Journey brought him into the ber- 
ter, even the Heavenly Countrey God fo or- 
dering it, that near the Place, where he 
drew his firſt Breath, he ſhould draw his 
laſt; and end a very Holy uſeful Life, not 
far ftom the very Spot, where he began to 
live. For reaching the Seat of a Reverend 

Brother 
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Brother of his, near to that of his Birth, he 
there found, but for a very few Days, a tem- 
poral, and there entered upon his eternal 
Reſt. So falling a little ſhort of the (Pa- 
trias ſedes) the Place that had been the 
Dwelling of his Earthly Parents, by a joy- 
ful anticipation, he ſooner arriv d at his Hea- 
venly Father's Houſe, and found his Place a- 
mong the many Manſions, and everlaſting Ha- 
bitations, where was to be his proper, and 
perpetual Hame. 
It is not now my deſign to write the Hiſtory 
of his Life, the former part, and, therefore, 
the longer courſe, and tra& whereof, muſt 
have been more known to divers of our Soct- 
ety, than it could be to me ; though I have 
had much opportunity alſo, within the ſpace 
_ of Twenty Years nay to underſtand, and 
know much of it. But that muſt contain 
many things, which, tho” uſeful in their kind, 
my Circumſtances allow me not to relate 


Nor tha L inlarge in giving his Character, 
tho the Subject is copious : For my. preſent 
Infirmities will make my limits arrow, whe- 
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But a Man of fo real value, and uſefulneſs 
in his Station, and of ſo inſtructive, and ex- 
emplary a Converſation, ought not to be neg- 
le&ed, or be let ſlide off the Stage from a- 
mong us, without ſome ſuch Obſervation, as 
may ſome way anſwer a Debt owing to his 
nn z and be a real Gain, and Advantage 
to our ſelves. TEE | 

He'began his courſe, favoured by the Au- 
thor of Nature, with very good natural parts ; 
and very early enriched with Communicati- 
ons of the more excellent kind, by the God of 

all Grace. nah 


Herewith, having his Spirit feaſon'd, and 
deeply tinctur'd betimes, the Fear of the Lord, 
which is the beginning of Wiſdom, became, 
near the beginning of his courſe, the govern- 
ing Principle thereof. 3 


His choice was, therefore, of that Way 
and State, wherein he, in the general, con- 
ceiv d, he might moſt glorify God, and do maſt 

good to Men. 


And becauſe, he thought, he might ſerve 
thoſe Ends beſt, in that high, and noble Em- 
ployment, wherein he ſhould be N 
_ + cypally, and moſt directly, to intend : 


ſa- 
ving 
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* 
. . 


ving of Mens Souls, thither he more immedi- 


ately bent, and directed his preparatory En- 
deavours. SY 
And, therefore, tho' in his Academical Stu- 
dies, wherein he ſpent ſeveral Years, he neg- 
lected no part of that rational Learning, which 
was molt fitly conducing, and ſerviceable to 
this his Purpoſe z yet he moſt earneſtly ap- 


ply'd himſelf to the gaining a thorough de- 


quaintance with thoſe Languages, wherein the 
Holy Scriptures were originally written; and 
{pared no Coſt to procure great variety of the 
beſt and moſt celebrated Editions of both the 
Teſtaments, with other helps, for the attain- 
ing of that moſt neceſſary knowledge; where- 
of his Library, fo richly furniſhed, in that 
kind, did appear, after his Deceaſe, a full 
evidence. To the bettering of divers other 
Libraries, of ſuch as he had formerly been 
wont to hear, and among them, as I muſt, 


with Gratitude acknowledge, by his ſpecial - 


Kindneſs, and Bequeſt, my own. 


Accordingly this had been his Calling, if | 


the way of managing it, could as much have 
been the matter of his Choice, guided by his 
Judgment, and Conſcience, - as the Calling it 
ſelf had been. 


Bs: But 


83 
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But things falling out, in this reſpect, o- 
therwiſe, before he could ſolemnly enter up- 
on it; he, ſeaſonably diverted from it, to 
that, which he judg'd the next beſt; and 
wherein the Perſons of Men were ſtill to be 
the Objects of his Care. Things of higher 
excellency than Lands, and Riches; as Life, 
and the Body are, by the Verdict of our Savi- 
our, of more Worth than their Perquiſites, 
Food, and Raiment, unto which, ample Eſtates, 
and - Revenues, are but more remotely ſub- 
ſervient. 


And the vicinity of this to that other 4 
excellent calling, is ſo near, that it is an eaſie 
ſtep from it, to the Affairs of the other. 
Which we ſee exemplify'd in that excellent 
Perſon a dear and moſt worthy Re- 
Dr. Gren. [ative of the Deceaſed ; unto whoſe 
Hiſtorical Account of him, ſub- 

join'd to this Diſcourſe, I refer the Reader 
for fuller Information. Whoſe moſt uſeful 
and elaborate Works may not only occaſion us 
to conſider Theology, as every ones Buſineſs ; or 
the Calling of a Divine, as in ſome reſpect 
tranſcendental, and running through every 
Man's Calling ; but that of a Phyſician, as 
more nearly ally'd to it, than any other ; 
many excellent Speculations being common, 
and, as thoſe Works ſhew, of great importance 
to both. And, in which Performance that 
accurate 
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accurate Writer doth not, indeed, preach to 
the Vulpar; but inſtructs Preachers. And, 
as it hath been ſometime thought a greater 
thing, to make a King, than to be one, he 
hath attained an higher degree, above being, 
himſelf, one ſingle Preacher, in doing that, 
whereby now, and, in future time, he may 
contribute to the making of many. 2 


Theſe are ſome inſtances, and, bleſſed be 
God, tis to be hoped there are others, which 
fhew, that Religio Medici is not always op- 
probrious, or à note of Ignominy, and Re- 
proach ; and that a beloved Phyſician, on the 
beſt account, was not appropriate to the firſt 
Age. That Calling gives very great oppor- 
tunity to a Man of a ſerious Spirit, of doing 
good to Men's Souls; and, I know, it hath 
been improv'd by ſome, to diſcourſe, and to 
pray with their dying Patients; and, when 
their Art could not immortalize their Bodies, 
they did all that in them lay, for the Saving 
their immortal Souls. And this, I have rea- 
ſon to think, was a great part of the Practice 
— RS 


In the proper Buſineſs of this Calling, he 
Ada ” good of Mankind of en- 
deavouring to his utmoſt, to lengthen og, 
their time in this World, in order to their 
further Preparation for the other, And her 
2 CG 3 in 
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in his Skil] was not e to his Sincerity; 
nor his Charity to his Skill: For being ap- 
ply d to. upon no former Acquaintance, when 
the caſes of extream illneſs, and extream 
Poverty have met together, he hath moſt 
cheerfully enibraced the opportunity of doing 
fuch good; declaring, he was ready as well td 
ſerve the Poor, when he was to receive nothing, 
as the Rich, from whom he might expect the 
largeſt Fees : His viſits have been there re- 
ted with equal Conſtancy and Diligence. 
e equally rejoiced in the ſucceſs of ſuch 
Endeavours, whereof he had no other Re- 
compence, than the Satisfaction of having 
relieved the Diſtreſſed, and the Miſerable, 
And of-ſuch ſome do ſurvive him, .to whom 
{| the remembrance of his Name is ſtill grate- 
| ful and dear. =} 


Nor were the great Advantages loſt, which 
he had gained, for the inſtructing a Congre- 
ation (had the ſtate of things, and his 
4 concurr'd thereto) For they emi- 
nently appear'd to ſuch, as had the privilege 
: of liuing under his Roof; and of partaking 
[ in the Inſtructions, which his great acquaint- 
4 ance.with the Holy Scriptures enabled him 
to give them from time to time, Which, to- 
ether with his daily fervent Prayers, and 
wo Converſation, made his Family, as a 
well ordered, and a watered Garden, com- 


pared 
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pared with the boulng — of too 
many others. | 


— 


But in all my 5 Coiverſation with kim 
thing was more obſervable, or more arateful 
to me, than his pleaſant and patient Expect. 
- of the Bleſſed State, which he now poſ- 

The whereof . make joy 
are in His Eye, and clöath his Counte- 
nance with chearful looks; accompanied with 
ſuch tokens of Seteni _— -and a compoſed 
cm Af of Mind, as ſhew'd and 125 


dhon, With an un⸗ willingneſs 
4 the Wiſdom 


— _— for that time, wh 
and Goodneſs of God ſhould judge ſeaſon- 
able for his removal out of a World, which 
he loved not : Nor yet could diſ-affe&t from 
any ſenſe of its tar 2k tr to him, but only 


from the proſpedt he had of 4 better. 


Which un me did kin a fe Be 


ample of what is treated of in the 
Dikourk. n 
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R. Henry Ss Sampſonz was = the 8 and 

Heir of a re ;viouS Gentleman, Mr. 

William Sampſon of  South-Leverton, 
in Notting ham: ſbire. And Ne phew to thoſe 
Two eminent Linguiſts Mir. John, and 
Mr. Samuel Vicars, the joint Authors of the 
Decapla on the Pſalms. In his. Minority, 
he was firſt under the Government of his 
moſt vertuous Mother. Upon her Re-mar- 
riage of his Father-in-Law, the very Re- 
verend Dr. Obadiah Grew of Coventry, By 
whom he was committed, at the Age of 
Fifteen, to the Tutorage of Mr. William 
Moſes, 
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Moſes, then Fellow, and ſome time after, 
the Learned, and Worthy Maſter of Pen- 
broke-Hall in Cambridge. Under whom, 
his Proficiency was ſuch, as prefer d him 
to be the Moderator of his Lear. So ſoon 
as he was of ſufficient ſtanding, he was 
choſen Fellow of the ſame Hall. And, 
not long after, had one of the beſt Livings 
in the Gift of the College beſtowed upon 
him, viz. That of Framlmgham in Suffolk. 
Here he was, when he publiſhed that cor- 
rect Edition of the learned Theſes of Mr. 
Thomas Parker, entituled, Methodus Divina 
Gratig, &c. A Golden Book, with a Golden 
Epiſtle of his own prefixed to it; both of 
them having a great deal of weight in a 
little room. While he continued here, he 
made ſeveral Viſits to Coventry, where he 
often preach d for the Doctor, his Father- 
in-Law, with great Acceptation, as well as 
among his own People. In both which Pla- 
ces, his Name is, as a precious Oyntment, 
and his Memory had in Honour, unto this 
Day. Upon the Reſtoration of King Charles, 
being obliged to leave his People; he reſolv'd, 
as well becauſe he was never Ordained, as 
for ſome other Reaſons, to qualify himſelf 
for the Practice of Phyſick. In order where- 
unto, having viſited ſeveral Vniverſities, fa- 
mous 
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mous for Medicine abroad, he ſtayed, firſt, 
at Padua, and then at Leyden, for ſome 
time. In the latter of which, he became 
very well acquainted with that Eminent Per- 
ſon, the Lord Chief Fuftice St. John, who 
bore a ſingular reſpect to him, as long as 
he lived. Having here taken his Degree, 
he return d home and ſettled in this City. 
Where alſo. for -Orders ſake, he entered 
hunſelf of the College of Phyſicians, as an 
Honorary Fellow. Among the Members 
whereof, he juſtly obtain d the Repute of 
being ſubſtantially Learned in all the Parts 
of his Profeſſion. Beſides other Improvements 
he aim'd at, he laid up a conſiderable Trea- 
(ure of Obſervations made of Diſeaſed Bodies, 
diſſected with his own Hand. Nor did he 
|| Joſe any of his ſpare Hours; as appears by 
many Hiſtorical Papers relating to Theology, 
left behind him. All which, tho' the 
have been long ſuppreſſed, partly throug 
bis own great Modeſty, and partly the In- 
Frmities of his latter Tears, which permitted 
him zo finiſb but few, if any of them; yet 
is it hoped, that ſome of both kinds, ma 
ere long ſee the Light. His Reading, an 
Speculation, were ever in Order unto Action. By 
which means, as he became, under all Re- 
lations, in every Station of his Life, Defire- 


able, 
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able, and Exemplary unto others; ſo he 
enjoyed the Happineſs of . cont: nual Peace 
within. And, as he Liv'd, he Lyd ; his 
laſt Hours being very compoſed, and con- 
cluding with that a, Euthanaſia, for 
which he had often prayed. 


THE END. 


da 'Y 
1 4 


BOOKS written by the Reverend 
WP Ar. John Howe... | 
2 'Blelſedrels of the Righteous opened, . 


| His Treatiſe of Delighting in God. 
The Living Temple: Or, A Deſigned Ini) 


bel | provement of 
_ cog That a Good Man is the Temple of God. In 2 
Tbe Reconciſeableneſs of God's Preſcience of the Sins of Man. 
Felt. Dedication. Difcourſed in the Anniverſary, Thagkſ- 
giving of a Perſon of Honour, for a great Deliverance. 
A Diſcoure relating to the much lamented Death, and ſo- 
lemn Euneral, of out Incomparable, and moſt Gracious Queen 
MAXI, of 'moft bleſſed Memo yt. 
The Right U e of that Aigument in Prayer, from the Name 
of God, ba the Behalf df a "eople that pro eis t. 
A Sermon at the Funeral of the Reverend Mr. Marth Mr ad. 
Two Sermons Preact's ac Thurlow, Suffolk 3 on Rom. 6. 13. 
O; Thougbttu!ne's tor the Morrow. ich an Appen ix 


concerning the immoderate Deſire of Forekgowing | bings 
to come. | 


firmties F | his latter Tears, which permitted 


90 An Appendix. 
mous for Medicine abroad, he ſtayed, firſt, 
at Padua, and then at Leyden, for ſome 
time. In the latter of which, he became 


very well acquainted with that Eminent Per- 
ſon, the Lord Chief Fuſtice St. John, who 


bore a ſingular reſpect to him, as long as 


he lived. Having here taken his Degree, 
he return d home and ſettled in this City. 
Where alſo. for Orders fake, he entered 
hunſelf of the College of Phyſicians, as an 
Honorary Fellow. Among the Members 
whereof, he juſtly obtain'd the Repute of 
being ſubſtantially Learned in all the Parts 
of his Profeſſion. Beſides other Improvements 
he aim'd at, he laid up a conſiderable Trea- 
ſure of Obſervations made of Diſeaſed Bodies, 
diſſected with his own Hand. Nor did he 
loſe any of his ſpare Hours ; as appears by 
many Hiſtorical Papers relating to Theology, 
left behind him. All which, tho' the 

have been long ſuppreſſed, partly throug 

bis own great Modeſty, and partly the In- 


him to jfimſb but few, if any of them; yet 
is it hoped, that ſome of both kinds, may 
ere long ſee the Light. His Reading, and 
Speculation, were ever in Order unto Action. By 
which means, as he became, under all Re- 
lations, in every Station of his Life, * 

able, 
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able, and Exemplary unto others; ſo he 
enjoyed the Happineſs of cont.:1ual Peace 
within. And, as he Liv d, he Lyd ; his 
laſt Hours being very compoſed, and con- 
cluding with that οοοπ . Euthanaſia, for 
which he had often prayed. 


THE END. 
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Books written by the Reverend Mr. J. Howe. 


Of Charity, in reference to other Men's Sins. 
A Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Richard Adams, M. A. 
The Redeemer's Tears wept over loft Souls: In a Trea- 


what is occafionally diſcourſed, concerning the Sin againft the 


Holy Ghoſt, and how God is ſaid to Will the Salvation of 


them that Periſh.. 
A Sermon, direſting what we are to do after a fri En- 
quiry, Whether or no we truly love God. 

A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Eſther Sampſon, the late Wife 
of Henry Sampſon, Doctor of Phyſick. 

The Carnality of Religious Contention: In Two Sermons, 
preached at the Merchants Lecture in Broadſtreet. 

A Sermon for Reformation of Manners. 

A Sermon at the Funeral of Mrs. Hammond. 

A — preach'd on the Day of Thankſgiving, December 
2, 1697 

A Funeral Sermon for the Reverend Dr. Bates. 

A Calm and Sober Enquiry, concerning the Folbility « of 


2 Trinity in the God - head. 


A Letter to a Friend, concerning a Poſtſcript to the De- 
fence of Dr. Sberlock's Notion of the Trinity in the Unity, 


—_ to the Calm and Sober Enquiry upon ; ſame 
je 
A View of that part of the late Conliderations by H, H. 


about the Trinity-; . Which concerns the Sober Enquiry on 
that Subject. 
Seme Conſiderations of a Preface to an Enquiry concerning 
the Occafional Conformity of Diſſenters, c. 
A Diſcourſe on Coleſſ. 2. 2. Shewing, what may moſt; hope- 
fully be attem was to allay the Animoſities among Proteſtants 
ons may not be our Ruin. 

A Sermon preached at the Funeral of Mr. Peter Vinck, R. D. 

Two Diſcourſes z Iſt. Concerning Man's Enmity to God ; 
the 2d. Man's Reconciliation with God. 

The Redeemer's Dominion over both Worlds, Viſible and 
Javiſible. 

A Funeral Sermon for the Reverend Mr. Richard Fair- 
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A Sermon Preach'd November the Rag 1703. on Colep. 
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